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“One of the deepest, most illuminating books about the history of life to have been published in recent
years.” ?The Economist

The Earth teems with life: in its oceans, forests, skies and cities. Yet there’s a black hole at the heart of
biology. We do not know why complex life is the way it is, or, for that matter, how life first began. In The
Vital Question, award-winning author and biochemist Nick Lane radically reframes evolutionary history,
putting forward a solution to conundrums that have puzzled generations of scientists.

For two and a half billion years, from the very origins of life, single-celled organisms such as bacteria
evolved without changing their basic form. Then, on just one occasion in four billion years, they made the
jump to complexity. All complex life, from mushrooms to man, shares puzzling features, such as sex, which
are unknown in bacteria. How and why did this radical transformation happen?

The answer, Lane argues, lies in energy: all life on Earth lives off a voltage with the strength of a lightning
bolt. Building on the pillars of evolutionary theory, Lane’s hypothesis draws on cutting-edge research into
the link between energy and cell biology, in order to deliver a compelling account of evolution from the very
origins of life to the emergence of multicellular organisms, while offering deep insights into our own lives
and deaths.

Both rigorous and enchanting, The Vital Question provides a solution to life’s vital question: why are we as
we are, and indeed, why are we here at all?

37 illlustrations
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Hendrickson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex Life.
Try to make the book The Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex Life as your good
friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Brett Baker:

The book The Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex Life can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing
like a book The Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex Life? A number of you have
a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and
the Origins of Complex Life has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Lillian Robbins:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
your account is The Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex Life this publication
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Diana Gum:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and The Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and the
Origins of Complex Life or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students



especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes The Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex Life to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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