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This English translation of a key work by one of Okinawa’s most respected historians, Mamoru Akamine,
provides a compelling new picture of the role played by the Ryukyu Kingdom in the history of East Asia.
Okinawa Island, from which the present-day Japanese prefecture derives its name, is the largest of the
Ryukyu Islands, an archipelago that stretches between Japan and Taiwan. In the present volume, Akamine
chronicles the rise of the Ryukyu Kingdom in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, when it played a major
part in East Asian trade and diplomacy. Then Ryukyu was indeed the cornerstone in a vibrant East Asian
trade sphere centered on Ming China, linking what we now call Japan, Korea, and China to Southeast Asia.
With historical and cultural connections to both Japan and China, Ryukyu also mediated diplomatically
between the two nations, whose leaders more often than not refused to deal with each other directly. But
eventually the kingdom became a victim of its own success. Political developments in China and Japan
starting in the sixteenth century brought great changes to the region, and in 1609 Ryukyu was invaded by
Satsuma, Japan’s southernmost domain. The China-Japan geopolitical rivalry would in time be acted out
within Ryukyu itself, as one faction strove to maintain ties with China while another supported union with
rapidly modernizing Japan.

Throughout the work Akamine’s approach to Ryukyu history is distinguished by his expert use of Chinese
and Korean sources, which allows him to examine events from several different angles. This contributes to a
broad, sweeping narrative, revealing an East Asia made up of many shifting and interrelated parts—not just
nation states pursuing their own interests. Akamine’s facility with Chinese texts in particular uncovers telling
details that add considerably to the historical record. His meticulous account of one of Ryukyu’s tribute
missions to China, for example, or the role of feng shui in the design of Shuri Castle, the royal and
administrative center of the kingdom, is detailed without being pedantic. As a result, readers will come away
with a broader, more informed understanding of Ryukyu’s significance in the region and the complexity of
its relations with its neighbors.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Fogarty:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The Ryukyu Kingdom:
Cornerstone of East Asia will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with
you?

David Briggs:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot
more to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Studying a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Ryukyu
Kingdom: Cornerstone of East Asia book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

David Miller:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book.
It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
e-book. The book The Ryukyu Kingdom: Cornerstone of East Asia it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Rebecca Stark:

The Ryukyu Kingdom: Cornerstone of East Asia can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Ryukyu
Kingdom: Cornerstone of East Asia yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.
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