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Today’s Little Ditty is more than a children’s poetry blog, it’s a poetry playground. Each month, a vibrant
community of writers, teachers, librarians, and poetry-appreciators gathers to take part in the Ditty of the
Month Club (DMC). Writing to prompts by successful authors and editors, they participate for the
camaraderie, and for the joy and craft of writing poetry.

In The Best of Today’s Little Ditty, 2014-2015, thirteen “ditty” challenges by contemporary children’s
authors, including Nikki Grimes, Lee Bennett Hopkins, J. Patrick Lewis, Joyce Sidman, Margarita Engle,
Kwame Alexander, and others, have inspired these 75 poems, deemed “best” by their peers. They range from
lighthearted to thought-provoking and appeal to a wide audience, from children to adults. Join the fun at
michellehbarnes.blogspot.com.

What people are saying about Today’s Little Ditty and the Ditty of the Month Club:

“ ‘Poetry is prose, bent out of shape,’ I like to say, and for proof, you need only connect with Michelle
Heidenrich Barnes’s Ditty of the Month Club, where children’s poets are busy flexing their poetic muscles
through the use of various verse forms. They are not showing off; they’re practicing. And they invite you to
do the same.”

— J. Patrick Lewis, former U.S. Children’s Poet Laureate (2011-2013) and recipient of the NCTE Award for
Excellence in Poetry for Children

“The Ditty of the Month Club . . . gives my students a way to participate and be celebrated as practicing
poets.”

— Margaret G. Simon, teacher of gifted studies and recipient of the 2014 NCTE Donald H. Graves Award
for Excellence in the Teaching of Writing

“Today's Little Ditty is an amazing resource in the blogging community of poetry for young people with
more than 500 posts that invite us to learn, try, pause, write, celebrate, read, think, and revel in poetry and all
it has to offer us in our uber-busy lives.”

— Dr. Sylvia Vardell, professor of children’s literature at Texas Woman’s University and recipient of the
2014 Scholastic Library Publishing Award for her work in the field
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From reader reviews:

Rocio Linville:

With other case, little persons like to read book The Best of Today's Little Ditty: 2014-2015 (Volume 1).
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book
The Best of Today's Little Ditty: 2014-2015 (Volume 1). You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called
e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Jess Cooke:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Best of Today's Little Ditty:
2014-2015 (Volume 1) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Martin Dowling:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this The Best of Today's Little Ditty: 2014-2015 (Volume 1), you are able to tells your
family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
publication.

Mary Moore:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Best of Today's Little
Ditty: 2014-2015 (Volume 1) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you can pick The Best of Today's Little Ditty: 2014-2015 (Volume 1) become



your own starter.
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