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Before the Computer fully explores the data processing industry in the United States from its nineteenth-
century inception down to the period when the computer became its primary tool. As James Cortada
describes what was once called the "office appliance industry," he challenges our view of the digital
computer as a revolutionary technology. Cortada interprets reliance on computers as a development within
an important segment of the American economy that was earlier represented largely by such instruments as
typewriters, tabulating machines, adding machines, and calculators. He also describes how many of the
practices of the office appliance industry evolved into those of the computer world. Drawing on previously
unavailable industry archives, the author adds to our understanding of IBM's early history and offers short
corporate histories of firms that include NCR, Burroughs, and Remington Rand. Focusing on the United
States but also including comparative material on Europe and Asia, Before the Computer will be a unique
source of knowledge about the companies that built office equipment and their enormous impact on
economic life.
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From reader reviews:

Joanne Hall:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Before the Computer: IBM,
NCR, Burroughs, & Remington Rand & the Industry They Created, 1865-1956 book as this book offers you
rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
as you know.

Christopher Mueller:

Typically the book Before the Computer: IBM, NCR, Burroughs, & Remington Rand & the Industry They
Created, 1865-1956 will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe
the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Before the Computer: IBM, NCR, Burroughs, & Remington Rand & the Industry They Created, 1865-1956
is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Geraldine Bagley:

Before the Computer: IBM, NCR, Burroughs, & Remington Rand & the Industry They Created, 1865-1956
can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this
reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place
every word into joy arrangement in writing Before the Computer: IBM, NCR, Burroughs, & Remington
Rand & the Industry They Created, 1865-1956 nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader
the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information may
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Susan Bannister:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be go through. Before the Computer: IBM, NCR, Burroughs, & Remington Rand & the
Industry They Created, 1865-1956 can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have
those short extra time problems.
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