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Kevin Starr is the foremost chronicler of the California dream and indeed one of the finest narrative
historians writing today on any subject. The first two installments of his monumental cultural history,
"Americans and the California Dream," have been hailed as "mature, well-proportioned and marvelously
diverse (and diverting)" (The New York Times Book Review) and "rich in details and alive with interesting,
and sometimes incredible people" (Los Angeles Times). Now, in Material Dreams, Starr turns to one of the
most vibrant decades in the Golden State's history, the 1920s, when some two million Americans migrated to
California, the vast majority settling in or around Los Angeles.
In a lively and eminently readable narrative, Starr reveals how Los Angeles arose almost defiantly on a site
lacking many of the advantages required for urban development, creating itself out of sheer will, the Great
Gatsby of American cities. He describes how William Ellsworth Smyth, the Peter the Hermit of the Irrigation
Crusade, the self-educated, Irish engineer William Mulholland (who built the main aquaducts to Los
Angeles), and George Chaffey (who diverted the Colorado River, transforming desert into the lush Imperial
Valley) brought life-supporting water to the arid South. He examines the discovery of oil, the boosters and
land developers, the evangelists (such as Bob Shuler, the Methodist Savanarola of Los Angeles, and Aimee
Semple McPherson), and countless other colorful figures of the period. There are also fascinating sections on
the city's architecture the impact of the automobile on city planning, the Hollywood film community, the
L.A. literati, and much more.
By the end of the decade, Los Angeles had tripled in population and become the fifth largest city in the
nation. In Material Dreams, Starr captures this explosive growth in a narrative tour de force that combines
wide-ranging scholarship with captivating prose.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Obrien:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great and also important the book Material Dreams: Southern California through
the 1920s (Americans and the California Dream). All type of book is it possible to see on many methods.
You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Clyde Miller:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one using
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Material Dreams: Southern California
through the 1920s (Americans and the California Dream) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Cruz Fleury:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this Material Dreams: Southern California through the 1920s (Americans and the
California Dream), you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

William Lebel:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, ya think
reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Material Dreams: Southern California
through the 1920s (Americans and the California Dream) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's see.
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