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All too often an incident or accident, such as the eruption in Crown Heights with its legacy of bitterness and
recrimination, thrusts Black-Jewish relations into the news. A volley of discussion follows, but little in the
way of progress or enlightenment results--and this is how things will remain until we radically revise the way
we think about the complex interactions between African Americans and Jews. A Right to Sing the Blues
offers just such a revision.

"Black-Jewish relations," Jeffrey Melnick argues, has mostly been a way for American Jews to talk about
their ambivalent racial status, a narrative collectively constructed at critical moments, when particular
conflicts demand an explanation. Remarkably flexible, this narrative can organize diffuse materials into a
coherent story that has a powerful hold on our imagination. Melnick elaborates this idea through an in-depth
look at Jewish songwriters, composers, and perfomers who made "Black" music in the first few decades of
this century. He shows how Jews such as George Gershwin, Irving Berlin, Al Jolson, and others were able to
portray their "natural" affinity for producing "Black" music as a product of their Jewishness while
simultaneously depicting Jewishness as a stable white identity. Melnick also contends that this cultural
activity competed directly with Harlem Renaissance attempts to define Blackness.

Moving beyond the narrow focus of advocacy group politics, this book complicates and enriches our
understanding of the cultural terrain shared by African Americans and Jews.
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From reader reviews:

David Crockett:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take A Right to Sing the Blues: African
Americans, Jews, and American Popular Song as the daily resource information.

Amber Weitz:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book
entitled A Right to Sing the Blues: African Americans, Jews, and American Popular Song your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end
up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion
and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The A Right to Sing the Blues: African Americans, Jews,
and American Popular Song giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Beverly Hummell:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended to your account is A Right to Sing the Blues: African Americans, Jews, and
American Popular Song this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is
easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Jonathan Smith:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see



colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this A Right to Sing the Blues: African Americans, Jews, and American
Popular Song can make you feel more interested to read.
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