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Mother and infant negotiate over food; two high-status males jockey for power; female kin band together to
get their way. It happens among humans and it happens among our closest living relatives in the animal
kingdom, the great apes of Africa. In this eye-opening book, we see precisely how such events unfold in
chimpanzees, bonobos, and gorillas: through a spontaneous, mutually choreographed dance of actions,
gestures, and vocalizations in which social partners create meaning and come to understand each other.

Using dynamic systems theory, an approach employed to study human communication, Barbara King is able
to demonstrate the genuine complexity of apes' social communication, and the extent to which their
interactions generate meaning. As King describes, apes create meaning primarily through their body
movements--and go well beyond conveying messages about food, mating, or predators. Readers come to
know the captive apes she has observed, and others across Africa as well, and to understand "the process of
creating social meaning."

This new perspective not only acquaints us with our closest living relatives, but informs us about a possible
pathway for the evolution of language in our own species. King's theory challenges the popular idea that
human language is instinctive, with rules and abilities hardwired into our brains. Rather, The Dynamic Dance
suggests, language has its roots in the gestural "building up of meaning" that was present in the ancestor we
shared with the great apes, and that we continue to practice to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Thomas:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The
Dynamic Dance: Nonvocal Communication in African Great Apes is kind of book which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Rebecca Moreno:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give
you a lot of new info. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this The Dynamic Dance: Nonvocal Communication in African Great Apes, you
may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a guide.

Daniel Martin:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this The Dynamic
Dance: Nonvocal Communication in African Great Apes.

Lowell Decoteau:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Dynamic Dance: Nonvocal
Communication in African Great Apes that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky



person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you could pick The Dynamic Dance: Nonvocal Communication in African
Great Apes become your personal starter.
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