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In Practically Joking, the first full-length study of the practical joke, Moira Marsh examines the value,
artistry, and social significance of this ancient and pervasive form of vernacular expression.

Though they are sometimes dismissed as the lowest form of humor, practical jokes come from a lively
tradition of expressive play. They can reveal both sophistication and intellectual satisfaction, with the best
demanding significant skill and talent not only to conceive but also to execute. Practically Joking establishes
the practical joke as a folk art form subject to critical evaluation by both practitioners and audiences,
operating under the guidance of local aesthetic and ethical canons.

Marsh studies the range of genres that pranks comprise; offers a theoretical look at the reception of practical
jokes based on “benign transgression”—a theory that sees humor as playful violation—and uses real-life
examples of practical jokes in context to establish the form’s varieties and meanings as an independent
genre, as well as its inextricable relationship with a range of folklore forms. Scholars of folklore, humor, and
popular culture will find much of interest in Practically Joking. 
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From reader reviews:

Errol Sawyer:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Practically Joking. You can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book Practically Joking. You
can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book
or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to
go to the library. Let's examine.

Allison Carson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading a
publication. The book Practically Joking it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended
this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver
this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The
price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Sandy Reid:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Practically Joking publication written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your current hunger then you still question Practically Joking as good book not just by the cover but also
through the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have
to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Sheila Searcy:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The Practically
Joking provide you with new experience in reading through a book.
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