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In Why Fiction?—one of the most important works of narrative theory to come out of France in recent
years—Jean-Marie Schaeffer understands fiction not as a literary genre but, in contrast to all other literary
theorists, as a genre of life. The result is arguably the first systematic refutation of Plato’s polemic against
fiction and a persuasive argument for regarding fiction as having a cognitive function.
 
For Schaeffer fiction includes not only narrative fiction but also children’s games, videos, film, drama,
certain kinds of painting, opera—in short, all the intentional structures arising from shared imaginative
reality. Because video games and cyber-technologies are the new sites of entry for many children into such
an imagined universe, studying these cyber-fictions has become integral to our understanding of fiction.
Through these avenues, Schaeffer also explores the foundations of mimeticism in order to explain the
important effect fiction has on human beings. His work thus establishes fiction as a universal aspect of
human culture and offers a profound and resounding answer to the question: Why fiction?
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Kelly:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Why Fiction? (Stages) can be very good book to read. May be
it may be best activity to you.

John McCord:

The book untitled Why Fiction? (Stages) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the
woman idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry,
you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new
time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program,
so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Latoya Brown:

Beside this particular Why Fiction? (Stages) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Why Fiction? (Stages) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
at times have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have
this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

William Prentice:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Why Fiction? (Stages) can be the solution,
oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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