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Surrounded by potential adversaries, nineteenth-century Prussia and twentieth-century Germany faced the
formidable prospect of multifront wars and wars of attrition. To counteract these threats, generations of
general staff officers were educated in operational thinking, the main tenets of which were extremely
influential on military planning across the globe and were adopted by American and Soviet armies. In the
twentieth century, Germany's art of warfare dominated military theory and practice, creating a myth of
German operational brilliance that lingers today, despite the nation's crushing defeats in two world wars.

In this seminal study, Gerhard P. Gross provides a comprehensive examination of the development and
failure of German operational thinking over a period of more than a century. He analyzes the strengths and
weaknesses of five different armies, from the mid–nineteenth century through the early days of NATO. He
also offers fresh interpretations of towering figures of German military history, including Moltke the Elder,
Alfred von Schlieffen, and Erich Ludendorff. Essential reading for military historians and strategists, this
innovative work dismantles cherished myths and offers new insights into Germany's failed attempts to
become a global power through military means.
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From reader reviews:

Hector Hartung:

The book The Myth and Reality of German Warfare: Operational Thinking from Moltke the Elder to
Heusinger (Foreign Military Studies) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book The Myth and Reality of
German Warfare: Operational Thinking from Moltke the Elder to Heusinger (Foreign Military Studies)?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It
is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Myth and Reality of German
Warfare: Operational Thinking from Moltke the Elder to Heusinger (Foreign Military Studies) has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide
open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Alissa Sowell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Myth and Reality of German
Warfare: Operational Thinking from Moltke the Elder to Heusinger (Foreign Military Studies) guide written
by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt The Myth and Reality of German Warfare: Operational
Thinking from Moltke the Elder to Heusinger (Foreign Military Studies) as good book not just by the cover
but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Martha Lockridge:

You may spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The Myth and Reality of German
Warfare: Operational Thinking from Moltke the Elder to Heusinger (Foreign Military Studies) is simple
bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include
much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read
it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

May Davidson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You



can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the The Myth and Reality of German Warfare: Operational Thinking from Moltke the Elder to
Heusinger (Foreign Military Studies) when you needed it?
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