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From Samuel Morton's collection of Native American skulls to William James's writings on the
consciousness of lost limbs, this book examines a startling array of artifacts that reflect nineteenth-century
thinking about madness, race, and gender. According to Thomas W. Cooley, what unites these seemingly
disconnected cultural fragments is the governing model of "psychology," as it was just then coming to be
called, that shaped the American understanding of "mind" before the age of Freud. Essentially a "faculty"
psychology, this model conceived of the human mind as a set of separate roomlike compartments, each with
its proper office or capacity. Under this architecture, a healthy mind was characterized by the harmonious
interrelation of these faculties; madness, conversely, was believed to occur when the "chambers" of the mind
became cut off from one another. In addition, gender and racial qualities were associated with different
mental functions: the reasoning intellect took on a "masculine" and "white" valence, while the emotions and
appetitive faculties were considered "feminine" or "black." What was thought to be true for the individual
also applied to the group. Thus a balanced mind, a happy marriage, and a strong nation all drew their
legitimacy from the same essentially racist and sexist model, one that posited a union of parts arrayed in an
ostensibly natural hierarchy of authority. In effect a master/slave psychology, this paradigm prevailed in
American thought until the end of the nineteenth century. As Cooley shows, it profoundly shaped artifacts of
American high culture as well as low?from the writings of Hawthorne, Stowe, Douglass, Dickinson, and the
Jameses to political speeches, medical treatises, phrenological sculptures, and sideshow exhibitions.
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From reader reviews:

Cassie Merritt:

The book The Ivory Leg in the Ebony Cabinet: Madness, Race, and Gender in Victorian America can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a
book The Ivory Leg in the Ebony Cabinet: Madness, Race, and Gender in Victorian America? A number of
you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Ivory Leg in the Ebony Cabinet:
Madness, Race, and Gender in Victorian America has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Ann Davis:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Ivory Leg in the Ebony Cabinet: Madness, Race, and Gender
in Victorian America can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Judy Brewer:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Ivory Leg
in the Ebony Cabinet: Madness, Race, and Gender in Victorian America which is getting the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Anthony Lainez:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book The Ivory Leg in the Ebony Cabinet: Madness, Race, and Gender in Victorian
America we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must like
to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change
your life with this book The Ivory Leg in the Ebony Cabinet: Madness, Race, and Gender in Victorian



America. You can more appealing than now.
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