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Djibouti, a hot, impoverished little country on the Horn of Africa, is a place of great strategic importance, for
off its coast lies a crucial passage for the world’s oil. In this novel by Abdourahman A. Waberi, Djibril, a
young Djiboutian voluntarily exiled in Montreal, returns to his native land to prepare a report for an
American economic intelligence firm. Meanwhile, a shadowy, threatening figure imprisoned in an island cell
seems to know Djibril’s every move. He takes dictation from his preaching cellmate known as his
“Venerable Master,” but as the words are put on the page, a completely different text appears—the life of
Walter Benjamin, Djibril’s favorite author.
 
Passage of Tears cleverly mixes many genres and forms of writing—spy novel, political thriller, diary
(replete with childhood memories), travel notebook, legends, parables, incantations, and prayers. Djibril’s
reminiscences provide a sense of Djibouti’s past and its people, while a satire of Muslim fundamentalism is
unwittingly delivered through the other Djiboutian voice. Waberi’s inventive parody is a lesson in tolerance,
while his poetic observations reveal his love and concern for his homeland.
 
Praise for the French Edition
 
“Disguised as a political thriller, Passage of Tears is above all a great novel of childhood, murderous
identities, and exile.”—Le Monde des Livres
 
“A gripping book, burning with urgency and tension.”—Télérama.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Smith:

This Passage of Tears (The Africa List) are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The main reason of this Passage of Tears (The Africa List) can be on the list of great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information
that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Passage of Tears
(The Africa List) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Daniel McCullough:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a e-book. The book Passage of Tears (The Africa List) it is very good to read. There
are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did
not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Janet Baltimore:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Passage of Tears (The Africa List), it is possible
to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Nancy Bowers:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Passage of Tears (The Africa List) can be
the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the
others?
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