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• Published on the occasion of a new display at the National Portrait Gallery, London from 3 December - August 2012
• Features two new pieces by award winning author Alexander McCall Smith and Tarnya Cooper, 16th Century Curator
and Deputy Director of the National Portrait Gallery, London
• A major collaboration between the National Portrait Gallery, postgraduate students at the University of

Bristol and the National Trust, and includes new research into the identities of the sitters

In Rosy, Tracy Chevalier writes of a handsome young man with a flushed complexion as the object of homosexual
desire. Minette Walters writes a poignant letter from a despairing wife. Julian Fellowes has created a biography of a
resourceful woman whose husband was executed during Henry VIII's reign.

Sarah Singleton relates the adventures of a spice merchant and amateur musician struggling to make his way in the
world, despite his illegitimate status.
Joanna Trollope tells a touching tale about the offer of a marriage proposal in the form of a letter from the sitter's
intended bride.

By contrast, the fantasy writer Terry Pratchett has written an amusing tale about an explorer who presented Elizabeth I
with a skunk. And John Banville has seen, in the features of a man on his deathbed, the face of an admired officer
serving with Cromwell's New Model Army.

These short, fictional narratives build brilliantly on what can be seen in each portrait, thereby providing a new and
entertaining way of looking at these intriguing images.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Kistler:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Imagined Lives: Portraits of
Unknown People is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

James Hall:

This Imagined Lives: Portraits of Unknown People tend to be reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Imagined Lives: Portraits of Unknown People can be one of
the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person
with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring
it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Imagined Lives: Portraits of Unknown People forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Theresa Nash:

Imagined Lives: Portraits of Unknown People can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her
effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Imagined Lives: Portraits of Unknown People
but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial
imagining.

Mohammed Strohl:

This Imagined Lives: Portraits of Unknown People is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Imagined Lives:
Portraits of Unknown People can be the light food for you personally because the information inside that
book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy
even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can



find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for
your better life and knowledge.
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