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Lyrical narratives that chronicle a long marriage, rich with wit, dark irony, and poignancy.

In her long-awaited second volume, Mary Stewart Hammond chronicles a long marriage with sharp wit, dark
irony, and poignancy. As James Merrill says of Hammond’s poems, they “brim with what the whole world
knows.”

Entering History opens on a middle-aged couple, modern-day travelers in an ancient setting. The collection
follows their relationship through time and place, combining the personal and the historical in stories of the
family?siblings, a daughter, and the very different marriage of the poet’s parents.

The marriage poems share the intimacy, erotic playfulness, irritations, worries, and angers that are part of an
enduring love and a long marriage. In “Portrait of My Husband Reading Henry James,” the poet paints her
husband using syntax and language that evoke James’s. In “Venasque,” the wintry village, perched on the
edge of a cliff, serves as a metaphor for the existential crisis facing the couple.

“Lines composed at Beaufort, South Carolina, a few miles above Parris Island,” about the poet’s brother,
moves back and forth between the Civil War and the preparations of troops for today’s wars. In “Jacob and
Esau with Sister,” two brothers, in a transaction as old as oral history, highlight its consequences in the
twenty-first century. “Anniversary” is a heartbreaking elegy for a third brother who kills himself.

Hammond reaches into the past and present of the American family, closing Entering History where it
began, with the couple in bed, now older, harkening back to the bed they shared when they were newlyweds.
These powerful, beautifully crafted, lyrical narratives give depth to an examination of life?its joys, sorrows,
laughter, and tragedies.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Hilton:

The feeling that you get from Entering History: Poems will be the more deep you excavating the information
that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Entering History: Poems giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this Entering History: Poems instantly.

Patricia Oyler:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a book. The book Entering History: Poems it is very good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of
your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Nancy Hartsell:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Entering History: Poems your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of.
The Entering History: Poems giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through
it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Betty Peoples:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Entering History: Poems. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving
the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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