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In 1963, as Betty Friedan's Feminine Mystique appeared and civil rights activists marched on Washington, a
separate but related social movement emerged among American Catholics, says Mary Henold. Thousands of
Catholic feminists--both lay women and women religious--marched, strategized, theologized, and prayed
together, building sisterhood and confronting sexism in the Roman Catholic Church. In the first history of
American Catholic feminism, Henold explores the movement from the 1960s through the early 1980s,
showing that although Catholic feminists had much in common with their sisters in the larger American
feminist movement, Catholic feminism was distinct and had not been simply imported from outside.

Catholic feminism grew from within the church, rooted in women's own experiences of Catholicism and
religious practice, Henold argues. She identifies the Second Vatican Council (1962-65), an inspiring but
overtly sexist event that enraged and exhilarated Catholic women in equal measure, as a catalyst of the
movement within the church. Catholic feminists regularly explained their feminism in terms of their
commitment to a gospel mandate for social justice, liberation, and radical equality. They considered
feminism to be a Christian principle.

Yet as Catholic feminists confronted sexism in the church and the world, Henold explains, they struggled to
integrate the two parts of their self-definition. Both Catholic culture and feminist culture indicated that such a
conjunction was unlikely, if not impossible. Henold demonstrates that efforts to reconcile faith and feminism
reveal both the complex nature of feminist consciousness and the creative potential of religious feminism.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Bedwell:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an
individual more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will
bring you to imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to
other folks. When you read this Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising History of the American Catholic
Feminist Movement, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge
can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Marisa Carney:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
book you have read is Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising History of the American Catholic Feminist
Movement.

Dawn Nelson:

This Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising History of the American Catholic Feminist Movement is new
way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising History of the American Catholic Feminist Movement can be the light
food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People
who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Robert Tanaka:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising History of the American Catholic Feminist



Movement we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must prefer
to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your
life at this book Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising History of the American Catholic Feminist
Movement. You can more inviting than now.
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