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In Why Knowledge Matters, influential scholar E. D. Hirsch, Jr., addresses critical issues in contemporary
education reform and shows how cherished truisms about education and child development have led to
unintended and negative consequences.
 
Hirsch, author of The Knowledge Deficit, draws on recent findings in neuroscience and data from France to
provide new evidence for the argument that a carefully planned, knowledge-based elementary curriculum is
essential to providing the foundations for children’s life success and ensuring equal opportunity for students
of all backgrounds. In the absence of a clear, common curriculum, Hirsch contends that tests are reduced to
measuring skills rather than content, and that students from disadvantaged backgrounds cannot develop the
knowledge base to support high achievement. Hirsch advocates for updated policies based on a set of ideas
that are consistent with current cognitive science, developmental psychology, and social science.
 
The book focuses on six persistent problems of recent US education: the over-testing of students; the
scapegoating of teachers; the fadeout of preschool gains; the narrowing of the curriculum; the continued
achievement gap between demographic groups; and the reliance on standards that are not linked to a rigorous
curriculum. Hirsch examines evidence from the United States and other nations that a coherent, knowledge-
based approach to schooling has improved both achievement and equity wherever it has been instituted,
supporting the argument that the most significant education reform and force for equality of opportunity and
greater social cohesion is the reform of fundamental educational ideas.

Why Knowledge Matters introduces a new generation of American educators to Hirsch’s astute and
passionate analysis.
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From reader reviews:

Glenda Rizzo:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Why
Knowledge Matters: Rescuing Our Children from Failed Educational Theories.

Carlos Vickers:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lots
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading books.
It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read is definitely Why
Knowledge Matters: Rescuing Our Children from Failed Educational Theories.

Anthony Moss:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Why Knowledge Matters:
Rescuing Our Children from Failed Educational Theories that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Why
Knowledge Matters: Rescuing Our Children from Failed Educational Theories become your personal starter.

Betty Jordan:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended to you personally is Why Knowledge Matters: Rescuing Our Children from Failed
Educational Theories this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now.
This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use



for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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