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In an extraordinary history of the criminal trial, Sadakat Kadri shows with wit, legal insight and a travel
writer's eye for detail, how the irrationality of the past lives on in the legal systems of the present. A bold and
brilliant debut from a prize-winning new writer. 'The Trial' spans a vast distance in time, opening in the
dread silence of the Egyptian Hall of the Dead and ending with the melodramas and hubbub of the 21st-
century trial circus. Reconciliation and vengeance, secrecy and spectacle, superstition and reason all
intertwine continually. The book crosses from the marbled courtrooms of Athens through the ordeal pits of
Anglo-Saxon England, past the torture chambers of the Inquisition to the judicial theatres of 17th-century
Salem, and from 1930s Moscow and post-war Nuremberg to the virtual courtrooms of modern Hollywood.
Kadri shows throughout how the trial has always been concerned with doing more than guaranteeing fairness
and holding human beings to account for their deliberate crimes. He recounts how insentient and irrational
defendants from caterpillars to corpses were once summonsed to court, before being exiled for their failure to
attend or sentenced to die again - and argues that the same urge to punish lives on in today's trials of children
and the mentally ill. But although Justice's sword has always been double-edged - as ready to destroy a
community's enemies as to defend its dreams of due process - the judicial contest also operates to enshrine
some of the western world's most cherished values. The show trials of Stalin's Soviet Union were shams, but
Guantanamo Bay and Abu Ghraib are a reminder that a lack of a trial is equally unjust, and at a time when
our constitutional landscape seems to be melting away, an appreciation of the criminal courtroom's history is
more necessary than ever. As the Labour government launches an almost annual attempt to truncate trial by
jury, and as authorities on both sides of the Atlantic are indefinitely detaining people in the name of an
endless war on terror, 'The Trial' could hardly be more timely.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Alvarez:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of
being bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They
should answer that question because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is
familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of The
Trial: A History from Socrates to O.J. Simpson to read.

Donald Mobley:

This book untitled The Trial: A History from Socrates to O.J. Simpson to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Freddie Valdez:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
short time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to be examine. The
Trial: A History from Socrates to O.J. Simpson can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who
have those short free time problems.

Edgar Workman:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This reserve The Trial: A History from Socrates to O.J. Simpson was filled in
relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.
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