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He played piano with Cole Porter. He rode horseback in the Hollywood Hills with Clark Gable. He partied
with Elsa Maxwell. He ate snails with the French writer Colette, in bed. It was all, as he often said, "perfectly
delightful."

Few more colorful figures embellish American cultural history than the late Harvey S. Ladew, wealthy
socialite, fox hunter, artist, traveler, and -- at his country estate outside Baltimore -- creator of the nation's
most admired topiary garden.

In "Perfectly Delightful": The Life and Gardens of Harvey Ladew, Christopher Weeks offers an immensely
readable, chatty account of Ladew's life and the glittering world he inhabited. When Ladew bought his
Maryland farm in 1929, he had already lived a life few, if any, could equal: born into the upper stratum of
New York society in 1887, he spoke French before he spoke English and took boyhood drawing lessons
from Met curators. As an adult he gave decorating instructions to Billy Baldwin (the dean of American
interior design), lived as the houseguest of the maharajah of Kapurthala, took a camel caravan across Arabia
(with travel tips kindly provided by his good friend T. E. Lawrence), weekended at the stateliest of England's
stately homes, lent his favorite horse to the Prince of Wales, matched wits with Edna Ferber, Noël Coward,
Sacheverell Sitwell, Beatrice Lillie, and Dorothy Parker (in English) and with Jean Cocteau and Colette (in
French), hunted fox in America, England, Ireland, and Italy, and (with Charlie Chaplin) saw off Gertrude
Lawrence as she sailed from New York.

To this fascinating story of multicontinental revelry, Weeks attentively adds the background and
development of Ladew's unique and wonderful Maryland garden, which attracts thousands of visitors each
year, and his important role as an early environmentalist. When he began his garden in 1929, Ladew broke
new artistic ground, for he was perhaps the first person in America to follow the tenets of English arts and
crafts garden design. His achievements were featured in Town & Country, House & Garden, (and its French
counterpart, Maison et Jardin), Vogue, Harper's Bazaar, the Washington Post, and the New York Times.
Garden clubs and gardening tourists from four continents strove to outdo one another in praise. This acclaim
culminated in 1971, when the Garden Club of America gave Ladew its Distinguished Achievement Award.

To bring readers the remarkable story of Ladew and his gardens, Christopher Weeks draws on photo albums,
scrapbooks, garden catalogs, thousands of pages of garden memoranda, an unfinished hand-scrawled
autobiography, hundreds of letters, and guestbooks that read like a cross between Variety and Burke's
Peerage. Photographs reproduced from Ladew's albums -- some taken by him, some by leading
photographers of the day, including many by his friend Horst -- illustrate the text. Scores of interviews with
Ladew's friends from New York to Florida help to illuminate this remarkable personality.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Green:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The Life and Gardens of Harvey Ladew.

Eugene Barnum:

The Life and Gardens of Harvey Ladew can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend
that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to
get every word into joy arrangement in writing The Life and Gardens of Harvey Ladew although doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
among it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Tonia Lee:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Life and Gardens of
Harvey Ladew which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Patrick Oneil:

This The Life and Gardens of Harvey Ladew is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Life and Gardens of Harvey
Ladew can be the light food in your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by
anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book
form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So
there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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