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The question of the sublime, which links the idea of aesthetic force with rhetorical impact and moral law, has
been an important topic in discussion of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century art and the shift between them.
This book argues that the sublime is equally important in understanding the shift from romanticism to
modernism later in the century. The author studies the work of three French authors conventionally
considered pivotal figures in the trajectory from romanticism to modernism: Hugo, father of romanticism;
Baudelaire, precursor of symbolist modernism; and Lautreamont, hero of (post) modernism. She traces this
literary-historical as Hugo's Quatre-vingt-treize and L'Homme qui rit, Baudelaire's Spleen de Paris and Petits
poemes en prose, and Lautreamont's Chants de Maldoror and Poesies - all seen from a perspective of the
aesthetics of the sublime. This perspective is developed through analyses of the treatises on the sublime by
Longinus, Boileau, Burke, and Kant. The author blends three points of view in her exploration - historical,
theoretical, and literary - and demonstrates that specific questions relevant to our comprehension of
romanticism, modernity, and the sublime pervade the texts studied. While each reading is meant to stand on
its own and to respect the specificity of the work in question (as well as the broader commitments of that
writer), the author suggests that a developing argument concerning the sublime can be appreciated only by
following the connections made in the passage from one text to another. Finally, the author argues against
the dominant critical treatment of the sublime in the Anglo-American context, which analyzes the sublime in
phenomenological terms and associates it with a psychoanalytic notion of sublimation. Hugo, Baudelaire,
and Lautreamont reveal the sublime to be at work in the modern French context in a desublimating and
nonphenomenological mode, one that is ultimately more compatible with fundamental issues at stake in the
sublime - such as the enhancement of, and challenge to, the notion of the aesthetic per se that characterizes
art developments in the modern period.<
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Buckley:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Impersonal Sublime: Hugo, Baudelaire,
Lautreamont is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Dorothy Shuler:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Impersonal Sublime: Hugo, Baudelaire, Lautreamont provide you with a new experience in
reading a book.

Lenore Cortez:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Impersonal Sublime: Hugo, Baudelaire,
Lautreamont can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have
than the others?

Anthony Balentine:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Impersonal Sublime: Hugo, Baudelaire, Lautreamont can make you feel more
interested to read.
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