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Agrippina the Younger, wife of the emperor Claudius and mother of his successor Nero, wielded power and
authority at the center of the Roman empire in ways unmatched by almost any other woman in Roman
history. Such, at least, is the portrait of Agrippina delivered by our sources and perpetuated in modern
scholarship. In this posthumous work, Judith Ginsburg provides a fresh look at both the literary and material
representations of Agrippina. Unlike previous treatments, she seeks neither to condemn nor to rehabilitate
Agrippina. Nor does she endeavor to exhume the "real Agrippina" from the embellished or fabricated
portraits found among the ancients. Ginsburg trains her focus on the representations themselves. Her
painstaking dissection of the portrayals by historians exposes the rhetorical tropes, the recurrent motifs, and
the craft that shaped the literary image of Agrippina. The designs, as Ginsburg shows, were more than
literary flourishes. They aimed to blur the boundaries between the domestic and the imperial realms,
deploying the image of Agrippina as domineering wife and mother to suggest the flaws and instability of the
regime, a dysfunctional family entailing a dysfunctional system of governance. Gender inversions at home
played themselves out on the public scene as imperial rule compromised by female ascendancy. Distorted
stereotypes of the "wicked stepmother," the domineering woman, and the sexual transgessor were applied to
underscore the violations of status and disruption of gender relations that characterized the imperial
administration. Ginsburg has as keen an eye for visual (mis)representations as for literary ones. The
depictions of Agrippina on coinage and statuary provide a stark contrast with the written evidence. She
appears as matron and priestess, emblematic of domestic rectitude and public piety, and a central figure in
the continuity of the dynasty. Ginsburg incisively demonstrates the means whereby Agrippina's imagery was
molded both to serve the interests of the Julio-Claudian regime and to advance the ends of its critics.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Handler:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important normally. The book Representing Agrippina: Constructions of
Female Power in the Early Roman Empire (American Philological Association American Classical Studies)
was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The e-book Representing Agrippina: Constructions of Female Power in the Early Roman
Empire (American Philological Association American Classical Studies) is not only giving you more new
information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to
read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book Representing Agrippina: Constructions of
Female Power in the Early Roman Empire (American Philological Association American Classical Studies).
You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Edwin Courville:

This Representing Agrippina: Constructions of Female Power in the Early Roman Empire (American
Philological Association American Classical Studies) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
This Representing Agrippina: Constructions of Female Power in the Early Roman Empire (American
Philological Association American Classical Studies) without we know teach the one who studying it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Representing Agrippina: Constructions of
Female Power in the Early Roman Empire (American Philological Association American Classical Studies)
can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can
have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Representing Agrippina: Constructions of Female
Power in the Early Roman Empire (American Philological Association American Classical Studies) having
great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Marian Storie:

The book untitled Representing Agrippina: Constructions of Female Power in the Early Roman Empire
(American Philological Association American Classical Studies) contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author brings
you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.



Brandon Erickson:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Representing Agrippina: Constructions of Female Power in the Early Roman Empire
(American Philological Association American Classical Studies). You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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