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Why would Gustav Mahler (1860-1911), modernist titan and so-called prophet of the New Music, commit
himself time and again to the venerable sonata-allegro form of Mozart and Beethoven? How could so gifted
a symphonic storyteller be drawn to a framework that many have dismissed as antiquated and dramatically
inert? Mahler's Symphonic Sonatas offers a striking new take on this old dilemma. Indeed, it poses these
questions seriously for the first time. Rather than downplaying Mahler's sonata designs as distracting
anachronisms or innocuous groundplans, author Seth Monahan argues that for much of his career, Mahler
used the inner, goal-directed dynamics of sonata form as the basis for some of his most gripping symphonic
stories.

Laying bare the deeper narrative/processual grammar of Mahler's evolving sonata corpus, Monahan pays
particular attention to its recycling of large-scale rhetorical devices and its consistent linkage of tonal plot
and affect. He then sets forth an interpretive framework that combines the visionary insights of Theodor W.
Adorno-whose Mahler writings are examined here lucidly and at length-with elements of Hepokoski and
Darcy's renowned Sonata Theory. What emerges is a tensely dialectical image of Mahler's sonata forms, one
that hears the genre's compulsion for tonal/rhetorical closure in full collision with the spontaneous narrative
needs of the surrounding music and of the overarching symphonic totality. It is a practice that calls forth
sonata form not as a rigid mold, but as a dynamic process-rich with historical resonances and subject to a
vast range of complications, curtailments, and catastrophes.

With its expert balance of riveting analytical narration and thoughtful methodological reflection, Mahler's
Symphonic Sonatas promises to be a landmark text of Mahler reception, and one that will reward scholars
and students of the late-Romantic symphony for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Mack Washburn:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Mahler's Symphonic Sonatas (Oxford Studies in Music Theory). Try to make
the book Mahler's Symphonic Sonatas (Oxford Studies in Music Theory) as your friend. It means that it can
for being your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the
past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Alberto Benson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Mahler's Symphonic Sonatas (Oxford Studies in Music
Theory) can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

James Dickens:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Mahler's Symphonic Sonatas
(Oxford Studies in Music Theory) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Jon Watson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of
the Mahler's Symphonic Sonatas (Oxford Studies in Music Theory) when you essential it?
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