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In Keeping the Faith, Jennifer Jean Wynot presents a clear and concise history of the trials and evolution of
Russian Orthodox monasteries and convents and the important roles they have played in Russian culture, in
both in the spiritual and political realms, from the abortive reforms of 1905 to the Stalinist purges of the
1930s. She shows how, throughout the Soviet period, Orthodox monks and nuns continued to provide
spiritual strength to the people, in spite of severe persecution, and despite the ambivalent relationship the
Russian state has had to the Russian church since the reign of Ivan the Terrible.

Focusing her study on two provinces, Smolensk and Moscow, Wynot describes the Soviet oppression and the
clandestine struggles of the monks and nuns to uphold the traditions of monasticism and Orthodoxy. Their
success against heavy odds enabled them to provide a counterculture to the Soviet regime. Indeed, of all the
pre-1917 institutions, the Orthodox Church proved the most resilient. Why and how it managed to persevere
despite the enormous hostility against it is a topic that continues to fascinate both the general public and
historians.

Based on previously unavailable Russian archival sources as well as written memoirs and interviews with
surviving monks and nuns, Wynot analyzes the monasteries’ adaptation to the Bolshevik regime and she
challenges standard Western assumptions that Communism effectively killed the Orthodox Church in Russia.
She shows that in fact, the role of monks and nuns in Orthodox monasteries and convents is crucial, and they
are largely responsible for the continuation of Orthodoxy in Russia following the Bolshevik revolution.

Keeping the Faith offers a wealth of new information and a new perspective that will be of interest not only
to students of Russian history and communism, but also to scholars interested in church-state relations.
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From reader reviews:

Kimi Frantz:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Keeping the Faith: Russian Orthodox Monasticism in the
Soviet Union, 1917-1939 (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe). You can choose the
best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book Keeping the
Faith: Russian Orthodox Monasticism in the Soviet Union, 1917-1939 (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26
Series on Eastern Europe). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Willie Letchworth:

The book Keeping the Faith: Russian Orthodox Monasticism in the Soviet Union, 1917-1939 (Eugenia &
Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Keeping the Faith: Russian Orthodox Monasticism
in the Soviet Union, 1917-1939 (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe)? A few of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Keeping the Faith: Russian Orthodox
Monasticism in the Soviet Union, 1917-1939 (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Kori Pierson:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Keeping the Faith: Russian Orthodox Monasticism in the Soviet Union, 1917-1939
(Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) book is readable through you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving
even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Keeping the Faith: Russian
Orthodox Monasticism in the Soviet Union, 1917-1939 (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern
Europe) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Keeping
the Faith: Russian Orthodox Monasticism in the Soviet Union, 1917-1939 (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26
Series on Eastern Europe) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?



Nicole Norris:

Precisely why? Because this Keeping the Faith: Russian Orthodox Monasticism in the Soviet Union, 1917-
1939 (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.
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