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Police found John Doe No. 24 in the early morning hours of October 11, 1945, in Jacksonville, Illinois.
Unable to communicate, the deaf and mute teenager was labeled “feeble minded” and sentenced by a judge
to the nightmarish jumble of the Lincoln State School and Colony in Jacksonville. He remained in the
Illinois mental health care system for over thirty years and died at the Sharon Oaks Nursing Home in Peoria
on November 28, 1993.
 
Deaf, mute, and later blind, the young black man survived institutionalized hell: beatings, hunger,
overcrowding, and the dehumanizing treatment that characterized state institutions through the 1950s. In
spite of his environment, he made friends, took on responsibilities, and developed a sense of humor. People
who knew him found him remarkable.
 
Award-winning journalist Dave Bakke reconstructs the life of John Doe No. 24 through research into a half-
century of the state mental health system, personal interviews with people who knew him at various points
during his life, and sixteen black-and-white illustrations. After reading a story about John Doe in the New
York Times, acclaimed singer-songwriter Mary Chapin Carpenter wrote and recorded “John Doe No. 24” and
purchased a headstone for his unmarked grave. She contributes a foreword to this book.
 
As death approached for the man known only as John Doe No. 24, his one-time nurse Donna Romine
reflected sadly on his mystery. “Ah, well,” she said, “God knows his name.”
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From reader reviews:

Emma O\'Neill:

The book God Knows His Name: The True Story of John Doe No. 24 gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a
book God Knows His Name: The True Story of John Doe No. 24 to get your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You can know everything if you like available and read a book God Knows His Name: The True Story of
John Doe No. 24. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

William McClanahan:

Precisely why? Because this God Knows His Name: The True Story of John Doe No. 24 is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Donna Davis:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, and also soon. The God Knows His Name: The True Story of John Doe No. 24 provide you
with new experience in studying a book.

Katherine Holt:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types of books that
can you go onto be your object. One of them is this God Knows His Name: The True Story of John Doe No.
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