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The first comprehensive study of friendship in the Hebrew Bible  

Friendship, though a topic of considerable humanistic and cross disciplinary interest in contemporary
scholarship, has been largely ignored by scholars of the Hebrew Bible, possibly because of its complexity
and elusiveness. Filling a significant gap in our knowledge and understanding of biblical texts, Saul M.
Olyan provides this original, accessible analysis of a key form of social relationship. In this thorough and
compelling assessment, Olyan analyzes a wide range of texts, including prose narratives, prophetic materials,
psalms, pre-Hellenistic wisdom collections, and the Hellenistic-era wisdom book Ben Sira. This in-depth,
contextually sensitive, and theoretically engaged study explores how the expectations of friends and family
members overlap and differ, examining, among other things, characteristics that make the friend a distinct
social actor; failed friendship; and friendships in narratives such as those of Ruth and Naomi, and Jonathan
and David. Olyan presents a comprehensive look at what constitutes friendship in the Hebrew Bible.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Gilliam:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Friendship in the Hebrew Bible
(The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library). All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You
can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Peter Mullins:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Friendship in the Hebrew Bible (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library), you are able to tells your
family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
guide.

Manuel Arndt:

Beside this Friendship in the Hebrew Bible (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Friendship in the Hebrew Bible (The Anchor Yale
Bible Reference Library) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have
book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss that? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Louise Fulghum:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
From the book Friendship in the Hebrew Bible (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) we can consider
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book.
Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this



book Friendship in the Hebrew Bible (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library). You can more attractive
than now.
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