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The Life of Saint Helia, a late ancient Latin hagiography of uncertain provenance, is a remarkable and
virtually unknown text, of which a critical edition and English translation appear here for the first time,
accompanied by an introduction and commentary. Written predominately in dialogue format, the Life records
a lengthy and highly polemical debate between a young girl Helia and her mother regarding the relative
merits of virginity and marriage, followed by a dialogue between Helia and a bishop and a debate between
Helia and a judge. The arguments both for and against virginity are biblically based, and the text is notable
for its citational density and exegetical creativity. The dramatic narrative that frames the dialogue appears to
have been influenced by the apocryphal Acts of Paul and Thecla, while the speeches suggest familiarity with
the virginity apologetics of Ambrose and Jerome; because the Life has is preserved in only two medieval
manuscripts, both from northern Spain, a Priscillianist context of composition is possible.
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From reader reviews:

Edwin Courville:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This The Life of Saint Helia: Critical Edition, Translation, Introduction, and Commentary
(Oxford Early Christian Texts) book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that
want to supply to you. The writer associated with The Life of Saint Helia: Critical Edition, Translation,
Introduction, and Commentary (Oxford Early Christian Texts) content conveys prospect easily to understand
by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you
continue to thinking The Life of Saint Helia: Critical Edition, Translation, Introduction, and Commentary
(Oxford Early Christian Texts) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Ira Gonzalez:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled The Life of Saint Helia: Critical Edition, Translation,
Introduction, and Commentary (Oxford Early Christian Texts) can be very good book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Cynthia Miller:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Life of Saint
Helia: Critical Edition, Translation, Introduction, and Commentary (Oxford Early Christian Texts) offer you
a new experience in studying a book.

Augustus Chase:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By the book The Life of Saint Helia: Critical Edition, Translation, Introduction, and Commentary
(Oxford Early Christian Texts) we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being



creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't become doubt to change your life by this book The Life of Saint Helia: Critical Edition, Translation,
Introduction, and Commentary (Oxford Early Christian Texts). You can more attractive than now.
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