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From Nixon to Clinton, Watergate to Whitewater, few Americans have observed the ups and downs of
presidential leadership more closely over the past thirty years than David Gergen. A White House adviser to
four presidents, both Republican and Democrat, he offers a vivid, behind-the-scenes account of their
struggles to exercise power and draws from them key lessons for leaders of the future.

Gergen begins Eyewitness to Power with his reminiscence of being the thirty-year-old chief of the White
House speechwriting team under Richard Nixon, a young man at the center of the Watergate storm. He
analyzes what made Nixon strong -- and then brought him crashing down:

Why Nixon was the best global strategist among recent presidents. How others may gain his strategic1.
sense.
How Nixon allowed his presidency to spin out of control. Why the demons within destroyed him. What2.
lessons there are in Nixon's disaster.

Gergen recounts how President Ford recruited him to help shore up his White House as special counsel. Here
Gergen considers:

Why Ford is one of our most underrated presidents.1.
Why his pardon of Nixon was right on the merits but was so mishandled that it cost him his presidency.2.
Even in his brief tenure, Ford offers lessons of leadership for others, as Gergen explains.

Though Gergen had worked in two campaigns against him, Ronald Reagan called him back to the White
House again, where he served as the Gipper's first director of communications. Here he describes:

How Reagan succeeded where others have failed. Why his temperament was more important than his1.
intelligence. How he mastered relations with Congress and the press.
The secrets of "the Great Communicator" and why his speeches were the most effective since those of2.
John Kennedy and Franklin Roosevelt.

In 1993, Bill Clinton surprised Gergen -- and the political world -- when he recruited the veteran of
Republican White Houses to join him as counselor after his early stumbles. Gergen reveals:

Why Clinton could have been one of our best presidents but fell short. How the Bill-and-Hillary seesaw1.
rocked the White House. How failures to understand the past brought Ken Starr to the door.
Why the new ways in which leadership was developed by the Clinton White House hold out hope, and2.
what dangers they threaten.

As the twenty-first century opens, Gergen argues, a new golden age may be dawning in America, but its
realization will depend heavily upon the success of a new generation at the top. Drawing upon all his many



experiences in the White House, he offers seven key lessons for leaders of the future. What they must have,
he says, are: inner mastery; a central, compelling purpose rooted in moral values; a capacity to persuade;
skills in working within the system; a fast start; a strong, effective team; and a passion that inspires others to
keep the flame alive.

Eyewitness to Power is a down-to-earth, authoritative guide to leadership in the tradition of Richard
Neustadt's Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents.
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From reader reviews:

Randy Scott:

This book untitled Eyewitness to Power: The Essence of Leadership, Nixon to Clinton to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your
list.

Mary Young:

Often the book Eyewitness to Power: The Essence of Leadership, Nixon to Clinton will bring you to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Eyewitness to Power: The Essence of
Leadership, Nixon to Clinton is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Irene Wang:

Eyewitness to Power: The Essence of Leadership, Nixon to Clinton can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Eyewitness to Power: The
Essence of Leadership, Nixon to Clinton although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest
and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Joseph Moody:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Eyewitness to Power: The Essence of
Leadership, Nixon to Clinton which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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