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This pioneering volume brings together specialists from contemporary craft and industry and from
archaeology to examine both the material properties and the cultural dimensions of leather. The common
occurrence of animal skin products through time, whether vegetable tanned leather, parchment, vellum, fat-
cured skins or rawhide attest to its enduring versatility, utility and desirability. Typically grouped together as
‘leather’, the versatility of these materialsis remarkable: they can be soft and supple like atextile, firm and
rigid like a basket, or hard and watertight like a pot or gourd. This volume challenges asimple utilitarian or
functional approach to leather; in aworld of technological and material choices, leather is appropriated
according to its suitability on many levels. In addressing the question Why leather? authors of this volume
present new perspectives on the material and cultural dimensions of leather. Their wide-ranging research
includes the microscopic examination of skin structure and its influence on behaviour, experiments on
medieval cuir bouilli armour, the guild secrets behind the leather components of nineteenth-century
industrial machinery, new research on ancient Egyptian chariot leather, the relationship between wine and
wineskins, and the making of contemporary leather wall covering.
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From reader reviews:
Herman Deans:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own sparetimeto
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Why
Leather?? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Glenn Wallin:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for awhile isreading. That's why,
by reading a book your ahility to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Why Leather? book as basic and
daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Tara Gamboa:

Now aday folks who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by match the internet and the resourcesin
it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individualsto be smart in
receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book can help
persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Why Leather? book since this book offers you rich
info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Brenda Fairfax:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become alife style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Why Leather?
iskind of guide which isgiving the reader unstable experience.
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