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Gilbert Stuart was probably the most gifted American portraitist of the late-eighteenth and early-nineteenth
centuries. He is best known for his "Athenaeum" portrait of George Washington, which is today a national
icon. In this book, Dorinda Evans combines a wealth of original insights with revealing new documentation
to present a long-needed, scholarly treatment of Stuart's life and influential work.

Evans begins by tracing Stuart's early years and artistic beginnings in Rhode Island. She follows him to
London, where he rose to prominence among such artistic luminaries as Sir Joshua Reynolds and Benjamin
West. She then examines his career in the United States, where he became the favored portraitist for the
country's leading citizens. In assessing Stuart's artistic importance, Evans argues that his 1796 "Athenaeum"
portrait of Washington--the most recognized likeness of the president--was a landmark in the expression of
contemporary ideas about moral strength. More generally, she shows that Stuart's painting reflected a genius
for interpreting the sitter's personality and a growing awareness of painting's public role in conveying
uplifting messages about social dignity and virtue. She challenges the view that his later paintings show a
decline, revealing many as concerned with expressing the human soul in a fresh and naturalistic way.

Evans also explores Stuart's private life, discounting recent portrayals of him as an outcast and a confidence
trickster. She concludes that his notoriously erratic behavior, which veered from prolonged lethargy to
reckless activity and extravagance, was a sign of manic-depressive illness. Evans gathered information about
Stuart from a wide variety of previously untapped sources, including unpublished interviews with the artist
that shed new light on controversies over his portraits of Washington and Thomas Jefferson. The book
presents not only Stuart's most famous pictures--including The Skater and his portraits of early American
presidents--but also many paintings never before published. Meticulously researched, elegantly written, and
richly illustrated, The Genius of Gilbert Stuart will become the standard account of one of America's most
important early artists.
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From reader reviews:

Bethany Christiansen:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Genius of Gilbert Stuart book is readable by means of you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with The
Genius of Gilbert Stuart content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking The Genius of
Gilbert Stuart is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

James Murray:

Often the book The Genius of Gilbert Stuart has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Lisa Yates:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This The Genius of Gilbert Stuart is
simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get
much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

Paul Mendosa:

This The Genius of Gilbert Stuart is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Genius of Gilbert Stuart can be the
light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone.
These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type.
People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is
not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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