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In October 1964, Ronald Reagan gave a televised speech in support of Republican presidential nominee
Barry Goldwater. "The Speech," as it has come to be known, helped launch Ronald Reagan as a leading
force in the American conservative movement. However, less than twenty years earlier, Reagan was a
prominent Hollywood liberal, the president of the Screen Actors Guild, and a fervent supporter of FDR and
Harry Truman. While many agree that Reagan's anticommunism grew out of his experiences with the
Hollywood communists of the late 1940s, the origins of his conservative ideology have remained obscure.

Based on a newly discovered collection of private papers as well as interviews and corporate documents, The
Education of Ronald Reagan offers new insights into Reagan's ideological development and his political
ascendancy. Thomas W. Evans links the eight years (1954-1962) in which Reagan worked for General
Electric?acting as host of its television program, GE Theater, and traveling the country as the company's
public-relations envoy-to his conversion to conservatism.

In particular, Evans reveals the profound influence of GE executive Lemuel Boulware, who would become
Reagan's political and ideological mentor. Boulware, known for his tough stance against union officials and
his innovative corporate strategies to win over workers, championed the core tenets of modern American
conservatism-free-market fundamentalism, anticommunism, lower taxes, and limited government. Building
on the ideas and influence of Boulware, Reagan would soon begin his rise as a national political figure and
an icon of the American conservative movement.
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Gonzalez:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Education of Ronald Reagan: The General
Electric Years and the Untold Story of His Conversion to Conservatism (Columbia Studies in Contemporary
American History) book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Teresa Howard:

The actual book The Education of Ronald Reagan: The General Electric Years and the Untold Story of His
Conversion to Conservatism (Columbia Studies in Contemporary American History) will bring one to the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book The Education of Ronald Reagan: The General Electric
Years and the Untold Story of His Conversion to Conservatism (Columbia Studies in Contemporary
American History) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Betty Epperson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or perhaps
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this The
Education of Ronald Reagan: The General Electric Years and the Untold Story of His Conversion to
Conservatism (Columbia Studies in Contemporary American History).

Grady Long:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Education of Ronald Reagan: The
General Electric Years and the Untold Story of His Conversion to Conservatism (Columbia Studies in
Contemporary American History) publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt The



Education of Ronald Reagan: The General Electric Years and the Untold Story of His Conversion to
Conservatism (Columbia Studies in Contemporary American History) as good book not simply by the cover
but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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