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From the end of the nineteenth century until World War 1, questions concerning the ideal nature and current
state of "civilization" preoccupied the British public. In a provocative work of both cultural and literary
criticism, Brian W. Shaffer explores this debate, showing how representative novels of five British
modernists?Joseph Conrad, D. H. Lawrence, James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, and Malcolm Lowry?address the
same issues that engaged such social theorists as Herbert Spencer, Oswald Spengler, Clive Bell, and
Sigmund Freud.

In examining the intersection of literary discourse and cultural rhetoric, Shaffer draws on the interpretive
strategies of Mikhail Bakhtin, Terry Eagleton, Clifford Geertz, and others. He demonstrates that such
disparate fictions as Heart of Darkness, The Secret Agent, The Plumed Serpent, Dubliners, Ulysses, Mrs.
Dalloway, To the Lighthouse, and Under the Volcano al portray civilization in the paradoxical image of
blindness and insight, obfuscation and enlightenment?as a blinding torch that captivates the eye while it
obscures the vision.
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From reader reviews:
Michelle Jennings:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through
abook can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Blinding Torch: Modern
British Fiction and the Discourse of Civilization book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees thereis no doubt in it you may already know.

Hal Clemens:

This The Blinding Torch: Modern British Fiction and the Discourse of Civilization tend to be reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Blinding Torch:
Modern British Fiction and the Discourse of Civilization can be one of many great books you must have will
be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that possibly will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Blinding Torch: Modern British Fiction and the
Discourse of Civilization giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it and revel in reading.

Catherine Estey:

This book untitled The Blinding Torch: Modern British Fiction and the Discourse of Civilization to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get alot of
benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, asyou can read this book in
your Cell phone. So thereis no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Ralph Rodriguez:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Blinding Torch:
Modern British Fiction and the Discourse of Civilization, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh can happen its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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