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Royal Gardens explores the development of Chinese imperial gardens, from the Shang dynasty to the Qing
dynasty. In ancient China, garden architecture developed from a primitive state to to a highly sophisticated
endeavor, with natural beauty reigning as the main theme of garden building. The size and opulence of
imperial gardens increased dramatically as time passed. Gardens were conceived as hunting grounds for
emperors, but gradually evolved into sanctuaries for rest, relaxation and meditation. Therefore, imperial
gardens are generally located in or near seats of Imperial power.

As China developed politically and economically, the accumulation of wealth made the building of a great
variety of gardens possible. In these gardens, royal families indulged in a variety of activities, such as
playing chess, giving banquets, and holding hunting parties. Due to the passing of time and destruction from
war, most of the imperial gardens no longer exist today. Some from the Ming and Qing dynasties have been
well preserved, and many of those are depicted here, with exquisite photography and detailed
descriptions. Royal Gardens includes 131 color photographs, 16 illustrations and figures, and 2 maps,
including paintings and drawings of ancient gardens, layout plans of royal summer palaces, and gorgeous
photography of the natural beauty of China. Cheng Liyao provides the reader with detailed descriptions of
various imperial gardens, offering great insight into an important part of Chinese architecture.
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From reader reviews:

William Devine:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Royal Gardens: Private Gardens of the
Imperial Family (Library of Ancient Chinese Architecture) will make you to end up being smarter. You can
feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading
some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Adele Yeager:

Here thing why this kind of Royal Gardens: Private Gardens of the Imperial Family (Library of Ancient
Chinese Architecture) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it
depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Royal Gardens:
Private Gardens of the Imperial Family (Library of Ancient Chinese Architecture) giving you information
deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Royal
Gardens: Private Gardens of the Imperial Family (Library of Ancient Chinese Architecture). It gives you
thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in
your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form
of Royal Gardens: Private Gardens of the Imperial Family (Library of Ancient Chinese Architecture) in e-
book can be your choice.

Elizabeth Morris:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Royal Gardens: Private Gardens of the Imperial Family
(Library of Ancient Chinese Architecture) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jackie Frost:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Royal Gardens: Private Gardens of the
Imperial Family (Library of Ancient Chinese Architecture) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a



nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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