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Increasingly, educational researchers and policy-makers are finding that extracurricular programs make a
major difference in the lives of disadvantaged youth, helping to reduce the infamous academic attainment
gap between white students and their black and Latino peers. Yet studies of these programs typically focus
on how they improve the average academic performance of their participants, paying little attention to
individual variation.
 
Why Afterschool Matters takes a different approach, closely following ten Mexican American students who
attended the same extracurricular program in California, then chronicling its long-term effects on their lives,
from eighth grade to early adulthood. Discovering that participation in the program was life-changing for
some students, yet had only a minimal impact on others, sociologist Ingrid A. Nelson investigates the factors
behind these very different outcomes. Her research reveals that while afterschool initiatives are important,
they are only one component in a complex network of school, family, community, and peer interactions that
influence the educational achievement of disadvantaged students.
 
Through its detailed case studies of individual students, this book brings to life the challenges marginalized
youth en route to college face when navigating the intersections of various home, school, and community
spheres. Why Afterschool Matters may focus on a single program, but its findings have major implications
for education policy nationwide.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Adkins:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Why
Afterschool Matters (Rutgers Series in Childhood Studies) suitable to you? Often the book was written by
well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Why Afterschool Matters (Rutgers Series in
Childhood Studies)is one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous
to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the
core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this book.

Brenda Blackmer:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
wide range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely Why Afterschool Matters (Rutgers Series in Childhood Studies).

Bonnie Thorp:

The book untitled Why Afterschool Matters (Rutgers Series in Childhood Studies) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by
famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Stephanie Hopkins:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Why Afterschool Matters (Rutgers Series in
Childhood Studies) can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?
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