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When Muslim invaders conquered Sicily in the ninth century, they took control of a weakened Greek state in
cultural decadence. When, two centuries later, the Normans seized control of the island, they found a Muslim
state just entering its cultural prime. Rather than replace the practices and idioms of the vanquished people
with their own, the Normans in Sicily adopted and adapted the Greco-Arabic culture that had developed on
the island. Yet less than a hundred years later, the cultural and linguistic mix had been reduced, a Romance
tradition had come to dominate, and Sicilian poets composed the first body of love lyrics in an Italianate
vernacular.

Karla Mallette has written the first literary history of the Kingdom of Sicily in the twelfth and thirteenth
centuries. Where other scholars have separated out the island's literature along linguistic grounds, Mallette
surveys the literary production in Arabic, Latin, Greek, and Romance dialects, in addition to the architectural
remains, numismatic inscriptions, and diplomatic records, to argue for a multilingual, multicultural, and
coherent literary tradition.

Drawing on postcolonial theory to consider institutional and intellectual power, the exchange of knowledge
across cultural boundaries, and the containment and celebration of the other that accompanies cultural
transition, the book includes an extensive selection of poems and documents translated from the Arabic,
Latin, Old French, and Italian. The Kingdom of Sicily, 1100-1250 opens up new venues for understanding the
complexity of a place and culture at the crossroads of East and West, Islam and Christianity, tradition and
innovation.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Fincher:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Kingdom of Sicily, 1100-1250: A Literary
History (The Middle Ages Series).

Agnes Shivers:

The book The Kingdom of Sicily, 1100-1250: A Literary History (The Middle Ages Series) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book The
Kingdom of Sicily, 1100-1250: A Literary History (The Middle Ages Series)? A number of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Kingdom of Sicily, 1100-1250: A
Literary History (The Middle Ages Series) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Philip Cooper:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This The Kingdom of Sicily, 1100-1250: A Literary History (The Middle
Ages Series) book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with The Kingdom of Sicily, 1100-1250: A
Literary History (The Middle Ages Series) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do
you even now thinking The Kingdom of Sicily, 1100-1250: A Literary History (The Middle Ages Series) is
not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Anthony Vice:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as



soon. The The Kingdom of Sicily, 1100-1250: A Literary History (The Middle Ages Series) provide you
with new experience in reading a book.
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