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With research sourced by the world's greatest libraries, Robbins has compiled a rational, balanced history of
300 years of horror concentrated primarily in Western Europe. Spanning from the 15th century through the
18th century, the witch-hunt frenzy marks a period of suppressed rational thought; never before have so
many been so wrong. To better understand this phenomenon, Robbins examines how the meaning of "witch"
has evolved and exposes the true nature of witchcraft—a topic widely discussed in popular culture, though
remarkably misunderstood.

First published in 1959, Robbins' encyclopedia remains the most authoritative and comprehensive body of
information about witchcraft and demonology ever compiled in a single volume. Lavishly acclaimed in
academic and popular reviews, this full-scale compendium of fact, history, and legend covers about every
phase of this fascinating subject from its origins in the medieval times to its last eruptions in the 18th
century. Accompanying the text are 250 illustrations from rare books, contemporary prints, and old
manuscripts, many of which have been published here for the first time.

Rossell Hope Robbins (1912-1990), an acknowledged authority on witchcraft, was one of the half-dozen
Americans ever elected Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature. He authored over a dozen books and
nearly 200 articles, including the definitive introduction to the catalogue of the Witchcraft Collection at
Cornell University Library in 1979. He was a Commonwealth Fellow, Canada Council Professor, and he
received grants from the Modern Language Association of America and from the American Council of
Learned Societies. He also served as Chairman of the Middle English Division of the MLA, President of the
Medieval Club of New York, research associate at Harvard and Columbia Universities. Robbins has lectured
extensively on medieval topics and witchcraft at universities throughout the world.
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From reader reviews:

Rafael Brooks:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology. You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort
of book The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology. You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet unit.
It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Dennis Bloom:

The book The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book The
Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you
like available and read a publication The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Elizabeth Branch:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology why
because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you
to pick up this book.

Judith Lucas:

You will get this The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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