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Originally published in 1949, Gilbert Highet's seminal The Classical Tradition is a herculean feat of
comparative literature and a landmark publication in the history of classical reception. As Highet states in the
opening lines of his Preface, this book outlines "the chief ways in which Greek and Latin influence has
moulded the literatures of western Europe and America". With that simple statement, Highet takes his reader
on a sweeping exploration of the history of western literature. To summarize what he covers is a near-
impossible task. Discussions of Ovid and French literature of the Middle Ages and Chaucer's engagement
with Virgil and Cicero lead, swiftly, into arguments of Christian versus "pagan" works in the Renaissance,
Baroque imitations of Seneca, and the (re)birth of satire. Building momentum through Byron, Tennyson, and
the rise of "art of art's sake", Highet, at last, arrives at his conclusion: the birth and establishment of
modernism. Though his humanist style may appear out-of-date in today's postmodernist world, there is a
value to ensuring this influential work reaches a new generation, and Highet's light touch and persuasive,
engaging voice guarantee the book's usefulness for a contemporary audience. Indeed, the book is free of the
jargon-filled style of literary criticism that plagues much of current scholarship. Accompanied by a new
foreword by renown critic Harold Bloom, this reissue will enable new readers to appreciate the enormous
legacy of classical literature in the canonical works of medieval, Renaissance, and modern Europe and
America.
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From reader reviews:

Enrique Myers:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled The Classical Tradition: Greek and Roman Influences on Western
Literature. Try to make book The Classical Tradition: Greek and Roman Influences on Western Literature as
your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Antione Wilson:

The book The Classical Tradition: Greek and Roman Influences on Western Literature can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a
good thing like a book The Classical Tradition: Greek and Roman Influences on Western Literature? A few
of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Classical Tradition: Greek and Roman
Influences on Western Literature has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Robin Blakely:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for
your requirements is The Classical Tradition: Greek and Roman Influences on Western Literature this guide
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Doreen Looney:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Classical Tradition: Greek and
Roman Influences on Western Literature can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these books have than the others?
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