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Rosa Ponselle (1897--1981) was one of the greatest American opera singers of the twentieth century. This
definitive biography, published on the centenary of her birth, provides a compelling, in-depth, and balanced
portrait of the brilliant soprano. It is a captivating Cinderella story of the spirited diva's rise from modest
beginnings in Meriden, Connecticut, to star of the Metropolitan Opera. Drawing on interviews and extensive
documentary research, Mary Jane Phillips-Matz charts the course of Ponselle's incredible career, from
demonstrating sheet music in dime stores, to singing in motion picture houses and restaurants, to performing
on the vaudeville stage with her beloved and talented sister Carmela, to her pivotal audition for Enrico
Caruso. With Caruso's backing, the twenty-one-year-old soprano, with no previous experience in opera,
made a sensational debut at the Metropolitan Opera and became an overnight celebrity. The extraordinarily
successful operatic and concert career that followed the diva's debut is chronicled in this vibrant account.
Also included are Ponselle's headstrong disputes with the Metropolitan, her troubled marriage and divorce,
and her productive retirement years as Artistic Director of the Baltimore Civic Opera and teacher of such
future opera stars as Placido Domingo, Beverly Sills, William Warfield, James Morris, and Sherill Milnes.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Crawford:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These
are reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Rosa Ponselle: American Diva.

Sam Richey:

The ability that you get from Rosa Ponselle: American Diva is a more deep you looking the information that
hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know
but Rosa Ponselle: American Diva giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy
to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this kind of Rosa Ponselle: American Diva instantly.

Marisa Carney:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Rosa
Ponselle: American Diva your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Rosa
Ponselle: American Diva giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving
you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Muriel Carpenter:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, and soon. The Rosa Ponselle: American Diva will give you new experience in studying a book.
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