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China’s Warring States era (ca. 5th–3rd century BCE) was the setting for an explosion of textual production,
and one of the most sophisticated and enduring genres of writing from this period was the military text.
Social and political changes were driven in large part by the increasing scope and scale of warfare, and some
of the best minds of the day (including Sunzi, whose Art of War is still widely read) devoted their attention to
the systematic analysis of all factors involved in waging war. Conquer and Govern makes available for the
first time in any Western language a corpus of military texts from a long neglected Warring States
compendium of historical, political, military, and ritual writings known as the Yi Zhou shu, or Remainder of
the Zhou Documents.

The texts articulate concretely and vividly the relationship between military conquest of an enemy and
incorporation of conquered territories into one’s civilian government, expressed dynamically through the
paired Chinese concept of wen and wu, the civil and the martial. Exploring this conceptual dyad as it evolved
across the Warring States era into the early Western Han (ca. 2nd–1st century BCE) provides an alternative
view of the social and intellectual history of classical China?one based not primarily on philosophical works
but on a complex array of ideological writings concerned with the just, effective, and appropriate use of state
power. In addition, this study presents a careful reconstruction of the poetic structure of these texts; analyzes
their place in the broader discourse on warfare and governance in early China; introduces the many text
historical problems of the Yi Zhou shu itself; and offers a synthetic analysis of early Chinese thinking about
warfare, strategy, and the early state’s use of coercive power.

Conquer and Govern will find a ready audience among specialists and students of Chinese philosophy and
history, particularly those interested in the history of military thought and practice, and comparative
philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Samantha Flowers:

The book Conquer and Govern: Early Chinese Military Texts from the Yi Zhou shu can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a
book Conquer and Govern: Early Chinese Military Texts from the Yi Zhou shu? Several of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able
to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Conquer and Govern: Early Chinese Military Texts
from the Yi Zhou shu has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
look the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Stacy Vincent:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their
particular reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But
also they write about the ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try
to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One
of them is this Conquer and Govern: Early Chinese Military Texts from the Yi Zhou shu.

George Thomas:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Conquer and Govern: Early Chinese
Military Texts from the Yi Zhou shu guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism
Conquer and Govern: Early Chinese Military Texts from the Yi Zhou shu as good book not simply by the
cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so
do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Andrew Hulbert:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many
books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Conquer and Govern: Early Chinese Military
Texts from the Yi Zhou shu. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting



precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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