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The World of Ruth Draper: A Portrait of an Actress captures the life of the internationally acclaimed
monologist and the familial, social, and theatrical worlds in which she lived from the late nineteenth century
to the mid-1950s. Dorothy Warren draws on correspondence with family and friends, theatrical reviews,
personal interviews, and her own long relationship with Ruth Draper in crafting this biography.

Born in New York City in 1884, Ruth Draper began giving monologues at private parties and schools at the
age of twenty-six and made her professional debut in 1920 at London's Æolian Hall. In charting the course of
Draper's impressive career, Warren follows her performances on stages around the world, including private
recitals for Sarah Bernhardt, Eleonora Duse, and the royal families of Britain, Spain, and Belgium. Warren
also devotes a significant discussion to Draper's relationship with Lauro de Bosis, the Italian poet and
political activist whose 1931 disappearance while dropping anti-Fascist pamphlets over Rome remains
unexplained. Draper's long stage reign ended when she died in her sleep following a performance in New
York City in December 1956.

Ruth Draper's specialty was the monologue, a dramatic composition for a single performer evoking other
characters upon the stage. She had in her repertoire sixty dramatic sketches featuring fifty-two characters
whom she performed, as well as 316 others whom she evoked during the course of the sketches. Some of her
better-known sketches were "Opening the Bazaar," "Vive La France—1940," "The Scottish Immigrant,"
"The Actress," and "In County Kerry."

Draper's unique quality was her ability to project an illusion, to evoke upon the stage the characters with
whom she conversed and interacted. Lynn Fontanne said of this faculty of Draper's: "There is the flavor of
parlor magic in it—something of conjuring." Bernard Levin, writing in the Times of London on April 4,
1988, recalls Draper's talent for evocation as "truly hallucinating" and adds, "Before the curtain came down,
real hallucination had set in and we could see on the stage a crowd of people who were not there!" Eleonora
Duse declared, "Ruth Draper is theater."
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Jensen:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The World of Ruth
Draper: A Portrait of an Actress. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Brian Kelley:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The World of Ruth Draper: A Portrait of an Actress as
your daily resource information.

Martin Song:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The World of Ruth Draper: A Portrait of an
Actress can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications
have than the others?

Miguel Lynch:

You can find this The World of Ruth Draper: A Portrait of an Actress by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's
try to choose suitable ways for you.
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