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Like the Bouthilliers, the Colberts, the Fouquets, and the Letelliers, the Arnauld family rose to prominence at
the end of the sixteenth century by attaching themselves to the king. Their power and influence depended
upon absolute loyalty and obedience to the sovereign whose own power they sought to enhance. Dictates of
conscience, however, brought all that to an end and put them in conflict with both king and pope. As a result
of the religious conversion of Angélique Arnauld early in the seventeenth century, the family eventually
adopted a set of religious principles that appeared Calvinist to some ecclesiastical authorities. These
"Jansenist" principles were condemned by the papacy and Louis XIV.

The travails of conscience experienced by the Arnauld family, and the resulting religious schism that
separated different branches, divided husbands from wives and parents from children. However, neither the
historic achievements of individual family members nor the differences of opinion between them could
obscure the sense of family solidarity.

The dramatic appeal of this book is underscored by a tumultuous period in French history which coincides
with and punctuates the Arnauld family's struggle with the world. We see how this extraordinary family
reacted to momentous political and religious developments, as well as the ways in which individual
members, by means of their own convictions, helped shape the history of their time.
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Hernandez:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication The Travails of Conscience: The
Arnauld Family and the Ancien Régime (Harvard Historical Studies) will make you to be smarter. You can
feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which
open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like
that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Allison Carson:

The book The Travails of Conscience: The Arnauld Family and the Ancien Régime (Harvard Historical
Studies) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the good thing like a book The Travails of Conscience: The Arnauld Family and the Ancien Régime
(Harvard Historical Studies)? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
The Travails of Conscience: The Arnauld Family and the Ancien Régime (Harvard Historical Studies) has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Ned Aguayo:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Travails of Conscience: The Arnauld Family and the
Ancien Régime (Harvard Historical Studies) can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Leroy Mallett:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Travails of Conscience: The Arnauld
Family and the Ancien Régime (Harvard Historical Studies) was vibrant and of course has pictures around.
As we know that book The Travails of Conscience: The Arnauld Family and the Ancien Régime (Harvard
Historical Studies) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like



reading which.
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