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Over the past quarter century, social theory has moved in diverse and often seemingly incompatible
directions, exaggerating differences of approach that existed even in earlier periods. In a strikingly original
book, Barry Barnes uses this intellectual diversity not only to identify but also to unify the central ways of
looking at the field. Barnes frames his task by addressing the most important problem confronting all
students of society today: the apparent conflict between cultural and functional methods of describing the
social order, on one hand, and choice-theoretic accounts, on the other. But rather than reviewing in detail the
origins and development of these contending views of reality, Barnes conducts a dialogue between the two
perspectives, thereby revealing their respective strengths and shortcomings. In the process, he develops a
case for a theoretical "third way," an interactionist understanding of the workings of the social order and the
emergence of behavioral norms.

Barnes successfully applies interactionist analysis, formerly used mostly for micro-social settings, to macro-
phenomena like the formation of status groups, the origin of social movements, the politics of class
formation, and the dynamics of bureaucratic action. He shows how these phenomena are inexplicable in
terms of exclusively cultural- functional or choice-theoretic methods: they can be understood only by
showing how norms emerge through interaction. Barnes has constructed a coherent and learned vision of the
fundamentals of social theory that will excite not only sociologists but all social scientists and their students.

Originally published in 1995.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions
preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and
hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly
heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Delia Black:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of stress
from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is actually
The Elements of Social Theory (Princeton Legacy Library).

Celina Ziolkowski:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Elements of Social Theory (Princeton Legacy Library) your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get prior to. The The Elements of Social Theory (Princeton Legacy Library) giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better
life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out
spare time activity?

Dora Bair:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work is difficult
job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe
you answer might be The Elements of Social Theory (Princeton Legacy Library) why because the great
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content
will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.

Oliver Gerling:

This The Elements of Social Theory (Princeton Legacy Library) is great e-book for you because the content
and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
The Elements of Social Theory (Princeton Legacy Library) in your hand like having the world in your arm,
data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen



minute right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?
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