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Though smallpox was eradicated from the planet two decades ago, recent terrorist acts have raised the
horrific possibility that rogue states, laboratories, or terrorist groups are in possession of secret stockpiles of
the virus that causes the disease, and may be preparing to unleash it on target populations.

Because it is a far deadlier killer than other biological warfare agents such as anthrax, and because the
universal vaccination against smallpox was halted decades ago, a smallpox attack today would be nothing
short of catastrophic. This clear, authoritative study looks at the long and fascinating history of the virus,
with an informative overview of the political, biological, environmental, medical, and legal issues
surrounding the question of whether or not the virus should be exterminated.

The only two known samples of the virus are currently stored in Atlanta and Russia. The World Health
Organization has repeatedly scheduled their destruction—an action that would rid the planet of all publicly
acknowledged smallpox strains forever. Opponents of this plan argue that by destroying these last samples
we are denying the possibility that this unique virus could be turned to beneficial purposes in basic scientific
research. Others see the stockpile as part of a deterrent against future germ attacks. Proponents of prompt
eradication argue that scientists have already learned all they can from this particular virus, and that by
destroying the stockpile we are preventing it from ever falling into the wrong hands. As a thirty-year veteran
of arms control issues, David Koplow is uniquely suited to provide readers with an informed and well-
considered understanding of the complexities involved in the handling of this deadly virus.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Jacobs:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Smallpox: The Fight to Eradicate a Global Scourge. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book
Smallpox: The Fight to Eradicate a Global Scourge. You can add information and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing
you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Thomas Garrett:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that
question because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Smallpox: The Fight to Eradicate a
Global Scourge to read.

Jean Mora:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Smallpox: The
Fight to Eradicate a Global Scourge book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Diane Welton:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Smallpox: The Fight to
Eradicate a Global Scourge that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you can pick Smallpox: The Fight to Eradicate a Global Scourge become your
own starter.
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