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There's a delicate balance between mental health and mental illness . . .
Who are the STRANGERS AMONG US?
We are your fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters, sons and daughters, friends and lovers. We staff your
stores, cross your streets, and study in your schools, invisible among you. We are your outcasts and
underdogs, and often, your unsung heroes.
Nineteen science fiction and fantasy authors tackle the division between mental health and mental illness;
how the interplay between our minds' quirks and the diverse societies and cultures we live in can set us apart,
or must be concealed, or become unlikely strengths.
We find troubles with Irish fay, a North Korean cosmonaut's fear of flying, an aging maid dealing with
politics of revenge, a mute boy and an army of darkness, a sister reaching out at the edge of a black hole, the
dog and the sleepwalker, and many more.
After all, what harm can be done…
AUTHORS: Kelley Armstrong, Suzanne Church, A.M. Dellamonica, Gemma Files, James Alan Gardner,
Bev Geddes, Erika Holt, Tyler Keevil, Rich Larson, Derwin Mak, Mahtab Narsimhan, Sherry Peters, Ursula
Pflug, Robert Runté, Lorina Stephens, Amanda Sun, Hayden Trenholm, Edward Willett, A.C. Wise
Introduction by Julie E. Czerneda
Praise for Strangers Among Us
"Strangers Among Us . . . is important, shining a much-needed spotlight on issues that get far too little
attention. A wonderful anthology, one of the major SF&F books of the year. Bravo!" -- Robert J. Sawyer,
Hugo Award-winning author of Quantum Night
"The writing is excellent throughout, and even the few not-as-strong stories make for a good read. This is a
unique collection that should attract readers of all genres. --Foreword Reviews
"The stories in Strangers Among Us are as varied in tone and approach as their authors. The power of the
collection derives from this variety; while each story can be read in isolation, the assemblage of outsiders
feels, on a whole, exultant. There is, indeed, strength in numbers, when each individual is accorded space
and respect." --Quill & Quire
"Much of speculative fiction explores how we deal with forms of an "other." Sometimes the outsider is a
monster or an alien. The 19 stories collected here tackle the idea of people who are other, even to
themselves, as a result of mental health issues. The authors, all Canadians, take different approaches, some
addressing the concept straight on, some exploring it slantwise, with characters whose differences created
challenges or granted fresh insights. The excellent opener, Kelley Armstrong's "The Culling," concocts a
dark, resource-starved future in which those who are deemed too unusual are culled from society. In Tyler
Keevil's "The Weeds and the Wildness," a man in the grip of extreme paranoia believes malevolent
gardeners are stalking his neighbors. And "The Dog and the Sleepwalker" by James Alan Gardner has a hero



named "Dog" whose difference might save an entire spaceship's crew. -VERDICT Mental illness is an
exciting theme for an anthology, leaving plenty of room for variety. The volume also includes an appendix of
mental health resources." -- Library Journal
Recommended as one of the "August 2016 Science Fiction and Fantasy Book You'll Want to Read" by
Kirkus Reviews.
"The writers of these stories address such varied subjects as agoraphobia, depression, schizophrenia, autism,
anxiety, and addiction. Though this book has some shortcomings, readers who have mental illnesses may
find themselves somewhere in these pages and as a result may no longer feel so alone or isolated. " -- School
Library Journal
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From reader reviews:

Donald Perkins:

This Strangers Among Us: Tales of the Underdogs and Outcasts (Laksa Anthology Series: Speculative
Fiction) are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation
of this Strangers Among Us: Tales of the Underdogs and Outcasts (Laksa Anthology Series: Speculative
Fiction) can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at
food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
types. Beside that this Strangers Among Us: Tales of the Underdogs and Outcasts (Laksa Anthology Series:
Speculative Fiction) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Manuel Arndt:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the guide untitled Strangers Among Us: Tales of the Underdogs and Outcasts (Laksa
Anthology Series: Speculative Fiction) can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to
you.

David Carter:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Strangers Among Us: Tales of the
Underdogs and Outcasts (Laksa Anthology Series: Speculative Fiction) reserve written by well-known writer
who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still hesitation Strangers Among Us: Tales of the Underdogs and Outcasts (Laksa Anthology
Series: Speculative Fiction) as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve
that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.



Nora Mickey:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Strangers Among Us: Tales of the Underdogs and
Outcasts (Laksa Anthology Series: Speculative Fiction) was bright colored and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book Strangers Among Us: Tales of the Underdogs and Outcasts (Laksa Anthology
Series: Speculative Fiction) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for
you personally and try to like reading in which.
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