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Voted one of Christianity Today's 1997 Books of the Year! Never before has there been so much scholarly
effort devoted to the study of the Bible. And yet, ironically, the church is in perilous danger of forgetting its
rich inheritance of biblical interpretation. With this textbook, Gerald Bray sounds the call to draw biblical
interpretation back to the heart of the church. Evangelical in perspective but ecumenical in both its historical
breadth and its vision of the future, Bray's work is a comprehensive guide to biblical interpretation, past and
present. Bray begins by introducing basic concepts in biblical interpretation that have remained constant
through the ages: divine revelation, the nature of the canon, the relation of the biblical text to the life of
Christian churches, and the tensions inherent in the act of biblical interpretation. He follows this introduction
with three main sections, each covering an epoch of development within the history of biblical interpretation.
The first surveys the period from the ancient church to the beginnings of modern historical-critical
interpretation in the Renaissance and Reformation. The second engages the rise of modern historical-critical
interpretation from the late seventeenth century through the twentieth century. The third investigates current
trends in biblical interpretation that seek to offer alternatives to the dominant school of historical criticism.
Each section is divided into chapters focusing on periods or schools of interpretation. And, as a further aid to
readers, each chapter is divided into standard subsections:

an introduction to the period or school of interpretation●

a brief who's who of major interpreters and their works●

an introduction to key critical, doctrinal or hermeneutical issues●

discussion and illustration of principal interpretive methods●

an examination of an particular book or passage that played a crucial role in biblical interpretation for the●

period or school under discussion

Bray's organizational scheme allows readers to quickly grasp the issues, methods and interpreters of each
period or school and to observe how classic issues and pivotal questions have shaped the church's use of the
Bible in various historical contexts. Seminarians, pastors, teachers and lay leaders will welcome Biblical
Interpretation: Past and Present as an instructive guide to both the high points and the impasses of biblical
interpretation. Here is history with a clear message, written out of the conviction that biblical interpretation
and Christian doctrine go hand in hand.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Smith:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Biblical Interpretation: Past and
Present will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal
book with you?

John Ashton:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Biblical Interpretation: Past and Present as the daily
resource information.

Morris Reyna:

This Biblical Interpretation: Past and Present is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular
book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it.
So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Biblical
Interpretation: Past and Present in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous
1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do
that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

James Turco:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Biblical Interpretation: Past and
Present.
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