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A key American Pictorialist and a crucial innovator in abstract photography, Alvin Langdon Coburn is a
fascinating but often neglected figure in the history of American modernism. As early as 1909, Coburn was
making futuristic depictions of New York and Pittsburgh, anticipating modernist architectural photography's
classic "bird's-eye" view. In 1912, in New York, working with the Cubist artist-poet Max Weber, he
developed this idiom a step further, photographing New York from the pinnacles of skyscrapers. The
following year he published Men of Mark, which featured portraits of authors, artists and statesmen,
including Henri Matisse, Henry James, Mark Twain and Theodore Roosevelt. In 1914 Coburn relocated to
London, participating in the British Vorticist movement, led by Wyndham Lewis and Ezra Pound; Coburn's
series of multiple exposures and "Vortographs" were the first truly abstract photographs. So why is Coburn
not better known today? After 1920 he deliberately withdrew from the photo world (though he never gave up
photography) and retired to rural Wales, where he immersed himself in painting, music composition and
Freemasonry. In the 1950s he was rediscovered and championed by Beaumont and Nancy Newhall of
George Eastman House, to which he bequeathed almost 20,000 prints and negatives along with cameras,
correspondence and ephemera. This beautiful volume, published to accompany a show at George Eastman
House and drawing on a wide range of public and private collections, reveals his work and legacy for a new
generation.
Alvin Langdon Coburn (1882–1966) was born in Boston, Massachusetts, in 1882. He was given his first
camera at the age of eight, and quickly developed a precocious talent for both visual composition and
technical proficiency. He exhibited frequently in both America and Europe from early on in his career, and
published several photobooks, including New York (1912), by which time his international reputation was at
its peak (George Bernard Shaw even called him "the greatest photographer in the world"). He died in Wales
in 1966.
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From reader reviews:

Sherry Stevens:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Alvin Langdon Coburn. You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book Alvin Langdon
Coburn. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to
the fact from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Traci Farris:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Alvin Langdon Coburn will make
you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that
will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that?
Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Joanne Starks:

This Alvin Langdon Coburn is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you
who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data
accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard
core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Alvin Langdon Coburn in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication
that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Harold Singleton:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Alvin Langdon Coburn can be the
reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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