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The impact of absent fathers on sons in the black community has been a subject for cultural critics and
sociologists who often deal in anonymous data. Yet many of those sons have themselves addressed the issue
in autobiographical works that form the core of African American literature.

A Fatherless Child examines the impact of fatherlessness on racial and gender identity formation as seen in
black men’s autobiographies and in other constructions of black fatherhood in fiction. Through these works,
Tara T. Green investigates what comes of abandonment by a father and loss of a role model by probing a
son’s understanding of his father’s struggles to define himself and the role of community in forming the
son’s quest for self-definition in his father’s absence.

Closely examining four works—Langston Hughes’s The Big Sea, Richard Wright’s Black Boy, Malcolm X’s
The Autobiography of Malcolm X, and Barack Obama’s Dreams from My Father—Green portrays the
intersecting experiences of generations of black men during the twentieth century both before and after the
Civil Rights movement. These four men recall feeling the pressure and responsibility of caring for their
mothers, resisting public displays of care, and desiring a loving, noncontentious relationship with their
fathers. Feeling vulnerable to forces they may have identified as detrimental to their status as black men, they
use autobiography as a tool for healing, a way to confront that vulnerability and to claim a lost power
associated with their lost fathers.

Through her analysis, Green emphasizes the role of community as a father-substitute in producing successful
black men, the impact of fatherlessness on self-perceptions and relationships with women, and black men’s
engagement with healing the pain of abandonment. She also looks at why these four men visited Africa to
reclaim a cultural history and identity, showing how each developed a clearer understanding of himself as an
American man of African descent.

A Fatherless Child conveys important lessons relevant to current debates regarding the status of African
American families in the twenty-first century. By showing us four black men of different eras, Green asks
readers to consider how much any child can heal from fatherlessness to construct a positive self-image—and
shows that, contrary to popular perceptions, fatherlessness need not lead to certain failure.
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From reader reviews:

Gladys Jackson:

Here thing why this particular A Fatherless Child: Autobiographical Perspectives of African American Men
are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. A Fatherless Child: Autobiographical
Perspectives of African American Men giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with A Fatherless Child: Autobiographical Perspectives
of African American Men. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing
that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere
like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of A Fatherless Child: Autobiographical Perspectives of
African American Men in e-book can be your alternative.

Benjamin Williams:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this A
Fatherless Child: Autobiographical Perspectives of African American Men.

James Harris:

The book untitled A Fatherless Child: Autobiographical Perspectives of African American Men contain a lot
of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you
can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Christie Rich:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With
the book A Fatherless Child: Autobiographical Perspectives of African American Men we can have more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Just



choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book
A Fatherless Child: Autobiographical Perspectives of African American Men. You can more desirable than
now.
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