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Homer was the gateway to education, to the skills of reading and writing. These skills were necessary for the
nascent Church. Knowledge of Homer's writings was a sign of Greekness, of at-home-ness in the society.
Education was embedded in the mythology, immorality and idolatry of these writings. This challenged the
Christians. This study presents how Christians responded to this. The opinions varied from rejection of
Homer and all pagan literature, considering them works of the Devil, to critical involvement with this
literature.

This study attempts to trace the discourse on Homer and education among the Christians back to the
New Testament. The topic does not come to the surface, but it is argued that in Paul's letters
contrasting attitudes towards the propaideutic logic and the philosophical principle of usus (making
right use of) are present. He opposed a logic wherein Christian faith represented the peak of
education, the culmination of liberal studies. In his instruction on how to relate to the pagan world,
Paul argues in accordance with the principle of usus. The New Testament is not so dependent upon the
Homeric poems, as assumed by some scholars.
The first Christians faced two hermeneutical challenges of fundamental importnce: that of
interpreting the Old Testament and how to cope with the Greek legacy embedded in Homer. The latter
is not explicitly raised in the New Testament. But since the art of interpreting any text, presupposes
reading skills, conveyed through liberal studies, the Homeric challenge must have been of outmost
importance.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Exum:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Challenge of Homer: School,
Pagan Poets and Early Christianity (The Library of New Testament Studies). All type of book would you see
on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Linda Manning:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Challenge of Homer: School,
Pagan Poets and Early Christianity (The Library of New Testament Studies), you can enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Charles Shrader:

The Challenge of Homer: School, Pagan Poets and Early Christianity (The Library of New Testament
Studies) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Challenge of Homer: School, Pagan Poets and Early
Christianity (The Library of New Testament Studies) although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Melinda McKinney:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Challenge of Homer: School,
Pagan Poets and Early Christianity (The Library of New Testament Studies) which is keeping the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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