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Religion is a racialized category, even when race is not explicitly mentioned. In Modern Religion, Modern
Race Theodore Vial argues that because the categories of religion and race are rooted in the post-
Enlightenment project of reimagining what it means to be human, we cannot simply will ourselves to stop
using them. Only by acknowledging that religion is already racialized can we begin to understand how the
two concepts are intertwined and how they operate in our modern world.
It has become common to argue that the category religion is not universal, or even very old, but is a product
of Europe's Enlightenment modernization. Equally common is the argument that religion is not an innocent
category of analysis, but is implicated in colonial regimes of control and as such plays a role in Europe's
process of identity construction of itself and of non-European "others." Current debates about race follow an
eerily similar trajectory: race is not an ancient but a modern construction. It is part of the project of
colonialism, and race discourse forms one of the cornerstones of modern European identity-making. Why
can't we stop using them, or re-construct them in less toxic ways? By examining the theories of Kant,
Herder, and Schleiermacher, among others, Vial uncovers co-constitutive nature of race and religion,
describes how they became building blocks of the modern world, and shows how the two concepts continue
to be used today to form identity and to make sense of the world. He shows that while we disdain the racist
language of some of the founders of religious studies, the continued influence of the modern worldview they
helped create leads us, often unwittingly, to reiterate many of the same distinctions and hierarchies.
Although it may not be time to abandon the very category of religion, with all its attendant baggage, Modern
Religion, Modern Race calls for us to examine that baggage critically, and to be fully conscious of the ways
in which religion always carries with it dangerous ideas of race.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan McLean:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for people. The book Modern Religion, Modern Race had been making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The e-book Modern Religion, Modern Race is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to
become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try
to make relationship with all the book Modern Religion, Modern Race. You never really feel lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Patsy Cassella:

This Modern Religion, Modern Race book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Modern
Religion, Modern Race without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Modern Religion, Modern Race can bring whenever you are and not
make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even cellphone. This Modern Religion, Modern Race having great arrangement in word in addition to layout,
so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Angela Thomas:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Modern
Religion, Modern Race the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book
then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The Modern
Religion, Modern Race giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Buddy Beckstead:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Modern Religion, Modern Race can give you a lot of buddies
because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals.
So , why hesitate? Let me have Modern Religion, Modern Race.
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