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Drawing on the great progress in Talmudic scholarship over the last century, The Stabilization of Rabbinic
Culture is both an introduction to a close reading of rabbinic literature and a demonstration of the
development of rabbinic thought on education in the first centuries of the Common Era. In Roman Palestine
and Sasanid Persia, a small group of approximately two thousand Jewish scholars and rabbis sustained a
thriving national and educational culture. They procured loyalty to the national language and oversaw the
retention of a national identity. This accomplishment was unique in the Roman Near East, and few physical
artifacts remain. The scope of oral teaching, however, was vast and was committed to writing only in the
high Middle Ages. The content of this oral tradition remains the staple of Jewish learning through modern
times.

Though oral learning was common in many ancient cultures, the Jewish approach has a different theoretical
basis and different aims. Marc Hirshman explores the evolution and institutionalization of Jewish culture in
both Babylonian and Palestinian sources. At its core, he argues, the Jewish cultural thrust in the first
centuries of the Common Era was a sustained effort to preserve the language of its culture in its most pristine
form. Hirshman traces and outlines the ideals and practices of rabbinic learning as presented in the relatively
few extensive discussions of the subject in late antique rabbinic sources. The Stabilization of Rabbinic
Culture is a pioneering attempt to characterize the unique approach to learning developed by the rabbinic
leadership in late antiquity.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Reyna:

This book untitled The Stabilization of Rabbinic Culture, 100 C.E. -350 C.E.: Texts on Education and Their
Late Antique Context to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when
you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book
retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to
past this book from your list.

Sherry Spears:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a guide. The book The Stabilization of Rabbinic Culture, 100 C.E. -350 C.E.: Texts on Education
and Their Late Antique Context it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Victoria Austin:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Stabilization of Rabbinic Culture,
100 C.E. -350 C.E.: Texts on Education and Their Late Antique Context guide written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then
you still doubt The Stabilization of Rabbinic Culture, 100 C.E. -350 C.E.: Texts on Education and Their Late
Antique Context as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that
can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Molly Salazar:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Stabilization of Rabbinic Culture,
100 C.E. -350 C.E.: Texts on Education and Their Late Antique Context can be the respond to, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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