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In 1925 J. Edgar Hoover secretly began to maintain in his own office the "Obscene File"and two other files
which were kept separate from the FBIas central records system and which recorded accounts of sexual
activities and damaging personal information on dissident activists, prominent leaders and personalities, even
Presidents and First Ladies. In addition, Hoover had his aides keep "summary memoranda" on members of
Congress reporting on their "subversive activities" and "immoral conduct." He also had aides create office
files in which memoranda labeled "Do Not File" itemized illegal break-ins by agents authorized by Hoover;
these "files" were also kept apart from the Bureauas central records and were regularly destroyed. Having
cracked Hooveras secret filing systems, Athan G. Theoharis and John Stuart Cox present with unprecedented
accuracy and comprehensive primary evidence the definitive biography of J. Edgar Hoover, the man who
was the FBI for 48 years. The Boss draws on previously unknown and extremely sensitive Bureau files as
well as interviews with Hoover family members, agents, politicians, and "targets" of FBI investigations to
reveal the man, the administrator, and the power-monger who manipulated American politics for half a
century. Although many relevant records were destroyed, the authors obtained access to office files
maintained by Hoover and two of his key aides, Clyde Tolson and Louis Nichols, in addition to other
sensitive records, such as the break-in file, index for authorized wire-taps and bugs, Hooveras directives to
heads of FBI field offices and agents, and files pertaining to prominent personalities including Eleanor
Roosevelt, John and Robert Kennedy, Attorneys General Harlan Stone and Homer Cummings. Throughout
his tenure in office, Hoover promoted a positive image of G-men as efficient, professional, and apolitical.
His own public persona is so well-known as to be a staple of the nationas mythology, It was, however, his
personal zealotry against radical dissent (broadly defined) that motivated the Bureauas operations. His files
reveal that more than Senator Joseph McCarthy, Hoover was instrumental in creating the anti-Communist
paranoia that was called McCarthyism, but, the authors suggest, would have been more accurately named
Hooverism. Under the direction of J. Edgar Hoover, the FBI kept 25 million personal filesthat is,
approximately one for every ten Americans. Author note: Athan G. Theoharis, Professor of History at
Marquette University, is the author and editor of many books, including Beyond the Hiss Case and Spying
on Americans (both published by Temple). John Stuart Cox is a freelance writer.
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From reader reviews:

Earline Martin:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Boss: J. Edgar Hoover and the Great
American Inquisition will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Catherine Poppe:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The
Boss: J. Edgar Hoover and the Great American Inquisition is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Ryan Young:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons
or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them
is this The Boss: J. Edgar Hoover and the Great American Inquisition.

Sylvester Perkins:

You can get this The Boss: J. Edgar Hoover and the Great American Inquisition by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try
to choose correct ways for you.
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