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Hysteria Complicated by Ecstasy offers a rare window into the inner life of a person ordinarily inaccessible
to historians: a semiliterate peasant girl who lived almost two centuries ago, in the aftermath of the French
Revolution. Eighteen-year-old Nanette Leroux fell ill in 1822 with a variety of incapacitating nervous
symptoms. Living near the spa at Aix-les-Bains, she became the charity patient of its medical director,
Antoine Despine, who treated her with hydrotherapy and animal magnetism, as hypnosis was then called. Jan
Goldstein translates, and provides a substantial introduction to, the previously unpublished manuscript
recounting Nanette's strange illness--a manuscript coauthored by Despine and Alexandre Bertrand, the Paris
physician who memorably diagnosed Nanette as suffering from "hysteria complicated by ecstasy." While
hysteria would become a fashionable disease among urban women by the end of the nineteenth century, the
case of Nanette Leroux differs sharply from this pattern in its early date and rural setting.

Filled with intimate details about Nanette's behavior and extensive quotations of her utterances, the case is
noteworthy for the sexual references that contemporaries did not recognize as such; for its focus on the
difference between biological and social time; and for Nanette's fascination with the commodities available
in the region's nascent marketplace. Goldstein's introduction brilliantly situates the text in its multiple
contexts, examines it from the standpoint of early nineteenth-century medicine, and uses the insights of
Foucault and Freud to craft a twenty-first-century interpretation.

A compelling, multilayered account of one young woman's mental afflictions, Hysteria Complicated by
Ecstasy is an extraordinary addition to the cultural and social history of psychiatry and medicine.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Medina:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Hysteria Complicated by
Ecstasy: The Case of Nanette Leroux? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Deanna Nance:

The e-book with title Hysteria Complicated by Ecstasy: The Case of Nanette Leroux includes a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Vivian Regan:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Hysteria Complicated by Ecstasy: The Case of
Nanette Leroux, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind
of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known
as reading friends.

Dawn Brown:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Hysteria Complicated by Ecstasy: The Case of Nanette
Leroux was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Hysteria Complicated by
Ecstasy: The Case of Nanette Leroux has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all
of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading that will.
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